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Golden Text for the Quarter: They therefore that were 
scattered abroad went about preaching the word.—Acts 8: 4. 


x. January 3.—The Ascension of Our Lord Acts 1 : 1-14 
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Piet P tela Wie es Vidicishens + @ Acts 2 : 22-47 
January 24.—The Lame Man Healed........ Acts 3: 1-26 
January 3t.—The Trial of Peter and John ..... Acts 4: 1-38 


. Acts 4:32 tos: 


February 14.—The Apostles Imprisoned Acts 5 : 17-42 


February 21.—Stephen the First Christian 
Martyr Acts6: 1 to8 33 


g. February 28.—The Gospel in Samaria... ..... Acts 8 : 4°25 
ro. March 7.—Philip and the Ethiopian. ........ Acts 8 : 26-40 
11. March 14.—Aéneas and Dorcas Acts 9 : 31-43 
12. March 21.—Review 
23. March 28.—Temperance Lesson. ........ 


“ 
- The Common Round 


By Frank Walcott Hutt 


N° one hath counted all the stars. None 
knoweth 
What constellations share the deeps profound. 
Unhid, but faintly, many a sweet light gloweth, 
Amid its common round. 


4 
5- 
6. February 7.—True and False Brotherhood . 
7: 
8. 


Prov. 23 : 29-35 


And so the unremembered ages treasure, 
In quiet orbits and unpublished ways, 
Those dear brave lives, Time’s lesser lights, that 
measure 


With helpful deeds their days. 


Lynn, Mass. 


=—£ BD*1T-6 RIA 
When We Long for Guidance 


Life never seems quite the same again to one 
who has had and lost the loving presence and wise 
counsel of an ¢garthly parent. We do not realize how 
constantly and completely we depended upon that 
father or mother as a guide and comforter until God 
has taken home the one who was so much to us. 
Even then, a score of times every day, we instinc- 
tively seek our loved one’s guidance ; but the privi- 
lege is' gone from us. We must face life alone. We 
must work out our own problems. We" must bear 
our own burdens. And out of this conscious loneli- 
ness we may find, perhaps for the first time, a richer 
blessing than father or mother : the personal presence 
of God himself. We are not alone: We need not 
guide ourselves. We are not without that love and 
comfort in burden-sharing that father or mother so 
richly gave. ll this, and more, our Heavenly 
Father offers us and would have us claim. Every 
problem that confuses and baffles us, he will solve. 
Every burden that bears us down, he will lighten. 
In every jay that makes our hearts bound, he will re- 
joice with us... He:did.all this for our parents, and 





only because. of this were they enabled to do so much 
for us. - Let us make him our life-companion, 


rae x. 

Declining to be Limited 

No man ever expected too much of God. Many 
a man cuts himself off from much that God would do 
for him, by expecting too little. We honor God when 
we refuse to limit our expectations of his works and 
his goodness. One prayed well ‘for the incentive of 
great expectations,—that I may not be overcome by 
discouragements and ‘all that can be expected’ calcu- 
lations."" The phrase ‘‘all that can be expected’’ 
has no place on the lips or in the heart of any child 
of God. It is a deadener of energies and a destroyer 
of hopes, and is complacently based on man’s ability 
to forecast God's plans and powers. God's omnipo- 
tence will go right on working whether we expect it to 
or not ; but it will not accomplish nearly as much for 
the man who thinks he sees the end of it as for the 
man who knows that it has noend. The incentive of 
great expectations is all that is needed to keep a man 
persevering where the man without it would stop. God 
can do most for the man who believes most of God. 


aK 
The Octopus Life 


Whenever the getting of benefits becomes the 
chief interest of any person or group of persons, no 
one can fairly claim that this is evidence of the 
Christian‘spirit. . Yet some seem to think it is. Mr. 
C,.K. Ober, in ‘* The Ideal ‘Association,'’ cites the 
following declaration of a certain Christian association 
as a striking instance: ‘*‘ The Christian Associa- 
tions seek to unite those young men who, regarding 
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wholesome club life, athletics, and educational advan- 
tages as of the highest value to themselves, . .. de- 
sire to secure the most of these for the least money, 
and associate their membership fees for the extension 
of these privileges among themselves and their per- 
sonal friends."' No greater travesty on real Chris- 
tianity could be conceived ; yet such a ‘‘platform’"’ 
is the usual one among those who have not caught 
the spirit of Christ. Self- enjoyment and self-cultiva- 
tion represent ‘‘highest value,’’—until one learns 
about self-sacrifice and service. 


ad 
Completing Volume Fifty 


Fifty years ago this week people were expectantly 
awaiting the first issue of a new Sunday-school 
periodical that had been announced for the new year 
of 1859, to be called ‘‘The Sunday School Times.’’ 
The paper was born, lived, grew, flourished,—and is 
glad to be here to tell the story to-day. The present 
issue marks the close of its first half-century of life. 
Next week's issue is to be the Golden Jubilee number 
of The Sunday School Times, celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of its birth. It will tell something of the 
story of the fifty years, as seen by one of the early 
owners of the paper as well as by the present manage- 
ment. Fifty-one portraits of makers of the Times, 
past and present, will be published. This Birthday 
number will be an unusual one ; every reader will 
want it ; and club-organizers are urged to see that the 
renewal subscription of every member on their lists is 
promptly sent in, that none may miss it. But this 
issue will be only the unusual beginning of what 
promises to be an unusual year in the history of your 
paper. Such years come only once in a half-century. 


“ 


‘‘Remember Not Past Years’”’ 


T IS not too much to say that Christianity stands or 
falls with what it is able to say to us ‘about the re- 
demption of a false start. All freshening of our 

life, and all new daring and endeavor, is made pos- 
sible by the belief that much may be done about the 
past. .And those who hold most resolutely to that 
early. creed in which pardon seemed the most living 
possibility are best fitted to meet all that the coming 
years may bring. For the chief thing that they bring 
ds an ever-lengthening past. 

Our attitude toward the past is the most decisive 
thing-in our daily life. Men are not the hurrying and 
heedless creatures they seem to be, for many who ap- 
pear to be utterly regardless of past years are none 
the less living with them every moment. The very 
haste and gaiety that makes us suppose they never 
give it a thought is often simply an effort to escape 
from the past; and they are massing it up Against 
themselves the more hopelessly by the very eagerness 
of their flight. Unless we take courageous action 
toward life’s arrearages in some daily prayer which 
lowers their hostile power, they accumulate until we 
are in despair. This prayer ‘‘remember not past 
years’’ is not, then, simply for those who are regret- 
ting some period far back in life which was notably 
bad. . Our yesterdays need to be dealt with as much 
as past years. Our failures are so recent, and our 
blunders are so fresh, that every day we need to recur 
to the way in which Christ handled men’s past, lest 
our lives become darkened and discouraged. 





Editor’s Note.—Few hymns describe, phrase by phrase, 
so many actual'situations in the common life as Newman's 
‘Lead, Kindly Light.’’ This editorial is one of a series 
based on several of the hymn’s richly suggestive phrases. 
Those already published have taken up ‘‘O’er Moor and 
Fen,”’ ‘*O’er Crag and Torrent,"’ ‘‘ The Garish Day,” *‘ Not 
Ever -Thus,"’ “‘ Fhe Distant Scene,’’ ‘‘One Step Enough," 


** Amid the’ Encircling Gioom,’’ and ‘‘ Lead,-Kindly Light.” 





Nothing is easier than to depict the power of the 
past in terms that are ghostly and frightful. It lends 
itself easily to those who wish to work up some lurid 
impression, But we are no longer greatly affected by 
the lurid, and may as well confess that its day is done. 
How sanely Christ deals with the past! He neither 
minimizes its seriousness, nor dwells upon its awful- 
ness, but mostly by. just a healthy touch loosens men 
from its control, Before hin, the years that seemed 
so irreparable lose their tyranny, while the entail of 
evil upon men’s lives is suddenly broken and they go 
free. And this happens not only in the case of the 
worst evil-doers, but quite as wonderfully among those 
whose past does not seem to have been bad at all. 
The change in Peter, as we follow him through to the 
end, 1s a greater change than that in the restored 
demoniac. 

One feels like asking what there could be in a life 
like Newman's, which from earliest years had yielded 
to the holiest influences, that could cause this sudden 
revulsion against his' former life. It was certainly 
not flagrant and rememberable transgression, but 
rather that disgust at what seemed te him his ‘: low- 
vaulted past,’’ an experience that has. more power. 
to give us pain.than any single act of wrong can pro- 
duce. We feel our worst not over some downright 
offense which is evident to everybody, but over that 
deep, pervasive sense of wrong about which no other 
soul will ever accuse us. Every one has*definite sins 
whose remembrance will give him tears to the end of 
his days ; and yet our most poignant regret will come 
through realizing that life was ruled by motives and 
ambitions, and lived in a spirit, which now seem in- 
credible to us. 

The flash that shows us our vanity, our stupidity, 
our ‘pride, with the poor little satisfactions that. have 


- contented us hitherto, and the pitiful.prizes for which 
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we were willing to strive, is what makes us pray this 
prayer for utter disconnection with the years when 
these things were so. One has known men who were 


never brought to shame by any of their most definite . 


evil-doings, yet who have broken down and repented of 
all their wrong together when God has brought sud- 
denly home to them the uselessness of their past years. 
Startled at the spirit in which we have persistently been 
living, dismayed at the way we have taken our life and 
estimated our opportunities, some of us through sharp 
and sudden experiences, and others of us through 
long-continued discipline, pray that God will remem- 
ber not past years. Then the past no longer over- 
whelms us, and the years stand back. God may 
henceforth use them as his text-book out of which to 
teach us, but he will never allow them to fill our 
lives simply with regrets. 3 

Christ handled men’s past, and pardoned it. And 
though, after the natural fashion, the bystanders 
often asked him whether he was acquainted with the 
full evil of those whom he freely forgave, he showed 
with just a single word (where others would have 
dwelt long upon the offender's past) that he always 
knew and refused to notice it any further. 

We pray ‘‘remember not past years’’ because we 
have caught sight of something better. The prayer 
itself is a sort of triumph, for it is when we are most 
desirous of being delivered out of the past years that 
they have most truly begun to do their work. It is 
not because the sin and failure of them suddenly 
mount up in such a mass that we see of what sort 
they are. Evil itself never does any such thing. It 
has no self-revealing power. It simply keeps on and 
on until it begets the belief that it is not evil, or per- 
suades us that the test of life is changed. 

Elsewhere Newman puts the same thought in prose, 
and says, ‘* It is strange to say, but it is a truth which 
our own observation and experience will confirm, that 
when a man discerns in himself most sin and hum- 
bles himself most, when his comeliness seems to 





The King’s Business 

Zs there any business ‘worthy the name but the 
King's Business? As God sees this world and his 
children, with millions passing out each year un- 
reached by the Good Tidings, what answer would he 
be likely to make to the question? There is a man 
down in New Mexico who has this matter on his 
heart. His life-story explains why. . He has written 
an earnest plea, which ought to set every pastor and 
faithful church-member to thinking, —and doing. 
His plea is published herewith ; later another letter 
will be given that tells why he believes in the impor- 
tance of what he urges. 


We have Bible training schools; this is well, but they do 
not reach the masses in the churches. We have a vast army, 
but very few of the private$S know how to discharge the only 
duty for which they exist: that of bringing men to Christ. 
Apart from this, the reason for the existence of this army is 


largely gone. 

ow many in any church know how to do this, their almost 
only duty,—how to meet the difficulties to be encountered, the 
varying need of each class, the indifferent, the awakened, the 
anxious, the trifler, the serious skeptic, the discouraged, those 
who would but don't know how, and others? ow many 
know what Scriptures are adapted to each class, and where to 
find them readily, and what us¢ to make of them? When 
they approach a soul, the whole Bible swims before them ; 
they can't bring matters to a point. 

We need a corps of pupils in every church who wiil take 

up some approved text-book on this subject and drill and drill 
until the book is mastered as fully as a boy does his arithmetic. 
When a man knows how and is master of his subject the de- 
sire to put into practise will grow. At present everything 
heads up in the pastor ; two sermons a week and one prayer- 
meeting ; nobody to follow after and garner the harvest. 
The mass of the church is inert, helpless, just because it is 
norant. Sunday-schools, preaching, Young Men's Christian 
ssociations, valuable as they are, do not meet this neéd. ‘The 
preacher can only deal generally with his subject, the special 
need of the individual can only be met adequately by hand- 
to-hand work as opportunity offers in daily life. 

A three-months’ course, one lesson a week, would thor- 
oughly furnish the pupil for effective work. This should be 
no perfunctory work, but each pupil should be drilled and 
questioned as boys in school are, then as he progresses and 
puts into practise his lesson he could give an account of his 
experience, with its results. No class would be more interest- 
ing than this, and I verily believe that, in actual value, it 
would distance all the other agencies of the church. 

At all events, the benefits are so vast and immediate that I 
beg The Sunday School Times to take it up and press the 
matter upon the clergy. It is a detail, but one which goes to 
the foundation,—such a detail as makes victories in any walk 
possible. Please ponder the matter prayerfully, and catch its 
wide-reaching import. 


It is for just this end that a new department entitled 
*« The King’s Business" is to be conducted in The 
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him to vanish away and all his graces to wither, 
when he feels disgust at himself, and revolts at the 
thought of himself—seems to himself all dust and 
ashes, all foulness and odiousness—then it is that he. 
is really rising in the kingdom of God, as it is said of 
Daniel, ‘ From the first day that thou didst set thine 
heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy 
God, thy words were heard: and I am come for .thy 
words,’ ’” 

It is the good pleasure of God that men everywhere 
should make great requests, and seek first the things 
that are seemingly impossible. Prayer is a realm 
where we must ask for the highest at once, and the 
lesser things afterward. If this be so, no prayer 
could more truly measure up to Christ's standard 
than the one that is bréathed forth in the words, 
‘*Remember not past years."’ This is asking for 
everything at once, and this is the asking that most 
makes us at home with our Father. In our earlier 
years we have an instinct that this isso. Is it be- 
cause we have become wiser or more deeply instructed 
in divine knowledge that, as the years go on, we hes- 
itate over such a prayer as if it were too much ? 

How swift and courageous is the spirit which re- 
fuses to be dominated by the worst that its own heart 
tells it, but rather asks God for everything in asking 
him to forget and forgive all the past! Naming no 
terms, making no promises even, dwelling upon no 
particular transgression, it simply cries for* release 
from the whole mistaken self ; and that is the most 
acceptable prayer that we can offer. For thousands 
who are limiting the Most High hy allowing them- 
selves no brighter future than their past would dictate, 
nothing is so much needed as the daring to pray once 
more one of these great simple prayers with which 
the gospel begins. By the use of them the power of 
the gospel continues with us, and if, as fast as new 
needs and new light and new repentances come to us, 
we will just keep on praying them, then for us the 
gospel shall never have an end, 





Sunday School Times during 1909. As already an- 
nounced, this department, appearing from time to 
time, will be devoted to a full and free consideration 
of the problems and principles of personal soul-win- 
ning,—conversational or individual evangelism. It 
is hoped that classes will be formed. Both class- 
leaders and individual workers are invited to send to 
the Times brief accounts of their experiences, or ques- 
tions of general interest that they would like to have 
discussed. The department will be conducted by the 
Editor, and it is to be a workers’ forum. Text-books 
will be named, and methods for class-work will be 
described. Meantime, pastors are urged to consider 
the matter thoughtfully, either forming classes at 
once, or calling together a small group of. picked in- 
dividuals who would make promising material for such 
a class. Any pastor can multiply his usefulness and 
capacity in soul-winning by deliberately setting about 
to train up soul-winners in his congregation. And in 
so doing he will be living up to his highest responsi- 
bility. Where the pastor does not do it, any layman 
who is in earnest can get together such a class. It 
calls for only one consecrated, not-to-be-discouraged 
man or woman, boy or girl, to show any church its 
privilege. Don't let your church be defrauded. 


x 
Why Rule Out Cards? 


Of the three amusements most commonly cited 
as ‘‘border-line,’’ the theater, dancing, and card- 
playing, the last seems to some the least objectionable. 
The Sunday School Times has more. than once ex- 
plained why card-playing is counted undesirable by 
many ; but the question is raised again by a letter 
received some time ago concerning a ‘‘ Round Table”’ 
incident that called attention to the incongruity of a 
Christian Endeavor pin on the lapel of a young fel- 
low who was seen plaving bridge-whist on a train. 
The inquirer, a New York business man, expresses 
himself very courteously as follows : 

I have, for a number of years, been a reader of the Times, 
and have found it exceedingly — in: the matter of lesson 
preparation, and have almost always::had respect for the 
editorial utterances and views expressed by the different 
writers. You will permit me, however, to speak of one of the 
illustrations under the caption ‘‘The [llustration Round- 
Table," headed ‘** Dishonoring his Badge.*" 

I have wondered whether, if the young man whom the 
writer mentions had been playing dominoes or authors instead 


- criticize them for their views. 
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of bridge whist, he would have been considered as dishonor- 
ing his profession,—provided of course, that he was not play- 
ing for money. As between mere for diversion, I 
should like to have the writer state if it matters as to whether 
cards, or ivories, or wood blocks are used, or whether it matters 
as to how the cards may be printed, so long as they do not 


suggest anything immoral. : 
nT ae tr oe te tof character and Christian 


service, in the church in which I have the honor of claiming 
membership, comes to my house of an evening with his wife, 
and we do not hesitate, if so disposed, to play bridge whist. 
At no such time have we thought that we were ‘‘ dishonoring' 
any badge or I presume if traveling on a rai 
train, we would be as likely to play as in our own homes. 

I am not unmindful of the principle laid down by the 
apostle when he said that, if meat caused his brother to nd, 
einen boven ie eee or er aed are as 
we know, however, 

Be use of meat because of the fear that it aahe bee wee. 

——- in the way of some weak believer. 

‘There is no doubt but that the matter of the playing. of 
bridge whist, as well as many another game, is very much 
overdone by some people who would make a business of some- 
thing which is only intended for recreation. Yet I cannot but 
feel that your correspondent who furnished the illustration 
cited failed to show in what way the young man of whom he 
speaks dishonored his badge ; and I hope that you will take 
it kindly if I say that I hardly think you were justified in 
using this story in your columns. 


Cards have been appropriated by the lowest, most 
vicious and immoral classes as their particular form 
of amusement. Card-playing has been made perhaps 
the commonest form of gambling. And card-playing 
in most of its forms is primarily a game of chance, as 
over against those games that are distinctively games 
of skill Inveterate card-playing predisposes one to 
give the element of chance a prominent place in life. 

It is because of this combination of facts or circum- 
Stances connected with cards, that many a thoughtful 
Christian parent or individual decides that he would 
prefer to choose his forms of amusement from among 
games that are free from these unsavory associations. 
‘‘Authors’’ is such a game. So is dominoes, and so 
is parchesi; though both the latter are games of 
chance, their playing has not the same associations 
as has cards, nor do they seem to tempt persons into 
the demoralizing excess of devotion to their playing 
that is so often true of cards. Checkers and chess are 
types of the game of skill. 

The New York correspondent and his wife and 
friends are not the only choice Christian people who 
play-cards. There are a great many such, and The 
Sunday School Times has'‘no desire nor intention, to 
It must be frankly, ad- 
mitted that card-playing is a question of wise or un- 
wise tendencies, wholesome or risky associations, 
rather than a question involving actual sin in_ itself. 
While there are conscientious Christian people who 
decide that these associations and tendencies have no 
bearing on their duty, there are other Christian people 
who count it their privilege to leave alone, not only con- 
fessedly harmful practises, but even debatable practises 
that may be innocentin themselves. _ If the title «* Dis- 
honoring His Badge’’ assumed too much, the Editor 
cheerfully apologizes for it. But he is glad that cards 
and Christian Endeavor don’t 4ave to go together. 


ad 
The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of ‘England 


January 4 to 10 


MON.—Almighty God, I pray that thou wilt empower thy 

ople for larger service. znd out more laborers into thy 
Reld. May the prospects of the virgin soil capture our ambi- 
tions, and may we covet the glorious office: of harvester for the 
King! Help me to a little field work for thee to-day. 


‘TuEs.—Almighty Father, I bless thee for the quiet shining 
of thy light in the souls of men! May I heed its kindly ray, 
and follow in the path .of life! Help me to distinguish the 
eternal light from the deceptive lights of the world. Lead 
thou me on ! 


WED.—Eternal God, I would begin the day in sincere and 
entire consecration. Help me to offer all my powers and all 
my possessions to thee. t there be no secrecy between my 
heart and my Saviour, Wilt thou possess me fully ? 


‘THuURS.—Heavenly Father, I pray that thou wouldst enable 
me to glorify thee in my ordinary life. May the common fel- 
lowship burn and glow with the ministry of ce! Let the 
smallest service shine with the kindly light thy presence. 
May the entire round of my life be one unbroken line of 
heavenly light ! 


FRI.—Most heavenly God, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. Show me how thy will can work in human life. Work 
in me richly, blessed Lord. Purge out my sin until thou find 
none—until my entire being is holiness unto the Lord. 


i 


SaT.—Most gracious God, I pray that thy counsel may il- 
lumine my mind. May thy love quicken and enflame my 


heart! May thy power nerve and invigorate my will! May 
thy holiness brighten and intensify my conscience! May I be 
filled with thy fulness, and be altogether one with thee ! 


SuN.—Holy Spirit, help me to rejoice in thee. Let me not 
move as a slave, but as one of the family of God. Take away 
from me all unworthy fear, and fill me with a holy boldness. 
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‘LESSON FOR JANUARY 10 (Acts 21-2) 





@ Bag are vital experiences created by subtle 
influences that are unnamed in philosophy or 
literature, but which the Scriptures call the work 
of the Holy Spirit. The things which in the Scrip- 
tures are ascribed to this Spirit are very many and 
very important. A comparison of Scripture passages 
with the facts of experience finds three great lines of 
thought at once impressed upon us. 
First: Our great and vital need for the Holy 
Spirit, We need only to let our memory have a mo- 
ment’s work, and it will bring to mind scores of pas- 


- sages, the practical import of which may be summed 


up in one: ‘If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his’’ (Rom. 8 : 9). 

(1.) And this need of assistance is evident, not 
only from the Scripture passages, but from the very 
nature of the case. We are to live after the Christian 
pattern, But what is the pattern? The man who 
only reads the pages of the New Testament does not 
see the pattern. It requires the inner vision to see 
Christ's beauty. Paul knew the traditions about 
Jesus, but he did not ‘‘know’’ Jesus until it ‘‘was the 
good pleasure of God to reveal his Son in him’’ (Gal. 
1:15). Then, and not till then, did he see ‘‘ the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ’’ (2 Cor. 4:6). It 
is a law of our life that what we see as ‘‘glorious’’ 
becomes at once our ideal ; and Christ Jesus is ‘‘ glori- 
ous"’ to us only when the Spirit ‘‘ takes the things of 
Jesus and shows them unto us*’ (John 16 : 15). 

(2.) Again, the great hunger of the Christian life is to 
have the companionship of God. This very word almost 
blocks the way of our thought, it is so great. Compan- 
ionship with God! Howcanthat be? Whatever we 
know about it withdraws itself into the retreat where 
the. sacred experiences of men treasure themselves. 
We only persuade them to come out when it seems as 


_if they might be helpful to others. There are many 
“Chiistians who ‘know the experiences which underlie 


and give shape to such expressions as the following : 
‘‘Our fellowship is with the Father.’’ «‘I am thy 
Shield, and thy exceeding great reward.’"" The land 
of promise, and the more-than-the-sands-of-the-sea 


' progeny sink out of sight before the thought that God 


himself was the reward. ‘‘ Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
thou art with me’’ (Psa. 23). Itis not place, nor honor, 
nor possessions that lie at the end of each endeavor 
as its goal, but it is God himself. The sweet, calm- 
ing, purifying, uplifting sense of belonging to God, 
and that God belongs to us,—that is the ‘ pearl of 
great price.’’ All the glory of the world pales before 
that ; all the ills of the world are despoiled of their 
terrors when He is ours, 


# 


But this is wholly a spiritual companionship. It 
does not come to us as an inference from some facts ; 
nor do we read our title to it in the Scriptures, It is 
whispered in the heart by the Spirit of God. ‘‘ The 
Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are children of God.’’ We begin our prayers with 
‘‘Our Father,’’ not because it is in the Lord’s Prayer 
that way, nor because we have been taught it, but be- 
cause we feel:that way. No other way is natural to us 
after we have come to have the ‘‘ spirit of adoption.’’ 

(3-) Again, we are truly Christian not merely when 
we do acts that accord with Christian regulations, 
but when we love to do them. As Mr. Ruskin wrote : 
‘¢ They only are in a right moral state who have come 
to like doing right. As long as they don't like it, 
they are still in a vicious state, We need not only to 
be learned, but to love learning: not only to do jus- 
tice, but to hunger and thirst after righteousness.”’ 
Mere intellectual assent to the Christian ideal is very 


incomplete. The heart must ‘‘set its affections -on- 


things above where Christ sitteth’’ (Col. 3:2). Un- 
Christlike things may remain in us, but they are un- 
welcome guests, not members of the heart's family. 
But how can we possibly produce such changes in 
our hearts as are necessary to make us into his image? 
Who is sufficient for such things? David was not, for 
he cried out, ‘* Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and 
renew a right spirit within me’’ (Psa. 51 : 10). Jesus 
said, ‘*Ye must be born from above.’’ This is not 
mere Scriptural embroidery for our dogmas. - These 
texts express the most solemn fact of. life,—that a 
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The Holy Spirit in the Life of To-Day 


By Professor Alvah S. Hobart, D.D., Author of “ Our Silent Partner,” etc. 


man does not and can not make his heart over. A 
higher than man must do it. And that must be God 
in us. A God in the planet Mars, however wondrous 
he might be, would be of no interest tous. A God 
sitting somewhere, or anywhere, apart from us, is as 
if he were not in existence. A God who does not 
come to us to help is worth no more than a God who 
cannot help, or a wooden God. Only when he is in 
contact and fellowship with us is he of any value to us. 

But the only way for him to come into helpful 
relations with us is by his Spirit working in us to will 
and to do his pleasure (Phil. 2 : 13). Unless he thus 
comes, and unless when he comes we follow his 
guidance, all his gracious plans for us must fail of 
realization. We are cut off from his wisdom and his 
help, and thrown back upon the wretched poverty of 
our own resources. Marble will as soon change it- 
self into a beautiful statue as the heart of man come 
into its full destiny on its own initiative or by its own 
power. Verily we must have the help of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of to-day. The voice of the Scrip- 
tures only echoes the verdict of experience and the 
cry of all men for divine assistance. 

SeconD: What may we expect the Holy Spirit 
to do for us? Paul taught that the operations of the 
Spirit are various, and that they change. It is im- 
portant for us to find out what class of experiences 
have ceased, and what class may be now confidently 
and hopefully sought for. If we can do that, we 
shall .void the disappointment which must follow ex- 
pecting what has not been promised. There are three 
phrases used in the New Testament which are in com- 
mon use to describe the expectation of many. They 
are ‘‘received the Spirit’’; ‘«baptized with ‘the 
Spirit’’; ‘filled with the Spirit." The former is 


found in the following places: Acts 2°: 385-8 -15 3- 


19:2; 2 Corinthians 11:4; Galatians 3:2, 14. 
These, when carefully examined, are severally found 
to be connected in thought with the miraculous ‘‘ gifts’’ 
which were common as signs in the early church, . In 
no case do they connect in thought with holiness of 
life, or with the ‘life that is to come.”’ 


‘Filled with the Spirit’’ is used only by Luke 
(Paul in Ephesians uses a different Greek word), and 
describes a certain temporary exaltation of mind, fora 
special purpose, in a single individual or on a single 
occasion. In no case does it connect in thought with 
holiness of life’or with the ‘life that is to come."’ 

The fact that it was true of any one does not 
certainly show that he was a good man. Judas might 
have had the same,—probably did have when he 
wrought miracles (see Luke 10:17). Balaam had it 
before that, and his dumb ass shared the gift with him 
(Num 22 : 28). Paul was not greatly exalted by its 
possession, The facts seem to be that certain special 
qualifications were miraculously given as signs of the 
divine approval, They were enumerated by Paul in 
1 Corinthians 12; 28-31. These are the kinds. of 
‘*operations’’ which began at Pentecost with much 
fulness, and constituted what is called the ‘‘ baptism 
of the Spirit."’ In 1 Corinthians 12 : 1, Paul calls them 
‘* spiritual gifts.’’ That class of experiences has passed 
away almost entirely. Weshall be disappointed if we 
expect in the old sense to be either ‘filled with the 
Spirit’’ or to be ‘‘ baptized with the Spirit.’’ 

But there is another kind of assistance which meets 
most satisfactorily the needs of the life of to-day. The 
promise of this underlies the whole New Testament. 
It includes help in every department of life. All 
holiness of. spirit is the work of the Holy Spirit. It 
comes to.us.in three most helpful ways. 

(1.) This assistance enlightens our hearts concern- 
ing. the facts involved in the religious life. It does 
not tell us facts, but shows us known facts in new 
light. We all remember times when our own short- 
comings appeared in a new way to us. At other times 
the love of Jesus appeared to us in so much more 
glorious light that we cried out, ‘‘ Lord, I have been 
ungrateful beyond measure in my neglect of thee.’’ A 
meditative look at our own progress in religious life 
will show us that it has been brought about all the 
way through by a series of flashlight glimpses, —inner 
visions of a momentary character, in which we saw 


_ known truth in clearer light. These visions never 


entirely fade from our memory. We are thus made 
to know the way, and thus helped to walk in it. 

(2.) It gives us courage to do and patience to wait. 
How the apostles’ courage rose to meet the occasion 
at Pentecost ! The same sort of assistance comes to 
the believer now. We see men assume the arduous 
tasks of the Christian ministry without flinching ; 
young women brave the dangers and privations of the 
foreign missionary fields ; laymen take responsibili- 
ties from which they would shrink were it not for the 
sense of Christian obligation to take them ; individ- 
uals start out on the Christian life—all these things 
are undertaken because they have courage uncom- 
mon, There is no explanation for the thrill of cour- 
age and the zeal of endeavor which multitudes of 
Christian people have except that God gives them 
boldness. He has not sent his people out into life's 
battle without supplying them with that inner ‘* pano- 
ply of God"’ which is able to make them stand, and 
‘shaving done all, to stand."’ 

This blessing of light and of courage is for all. 
Sometimes God stirs the heart of the individual soul 
to its depths by a vision of Christ ; again he moves on 
a whole community as the advancing sun moves on 
the frosts of winter; now he unites men in a great 
endeavor to preach the gospel to all the world ; and 
now he lifts Christian countries to a higher plane : 
but always, always working in us to will and to do 
his pleasure. 

rd 


THIRD : How may we obtain this assistance for the 
life of to-day? (1.) Not by seeking it for its own sake. 
** The hill of Sion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields, 
Or walk the golden streets,’’ 
But those who climb the hill for the sake of ithe 
** sacred sweets’’ will be disappointed. If any one 
desires the Holy Spirit only for the sake of the ex- 
altedness of soul, or the comfort of the ‘‘ divine 
afflatus,’’ he is on the wrong track. He is like a man 
who wants an armor and a sword for some other pur- 
pose than for battle. The name that is above every 
name is Jesus (Phil. 2:9). All desires and prayers 


- must look toward being like him, or telling of hirn, 


or making his kingdom come. The Holy Spirit as a 
mere possession is not the ‘‘ pearl of great price.’’ 
It is as an aid in Christian life and service that it 
must be sought. 

(2.) By being familiar with the ideas and the 
ideals of the Christian life. This comes by reading 
much in the Bible ; by association with Christian 
people ; by avoiding unChristian companionships ; 
and by keeping in a Chrisiian atmosphere. But 
above all, by having some definite Christian service 
to render which calls for help to do it. 

(3-) By praying for the Holy Spirit, and expecting 
to have his help as an aid to the work we try to do, 
and the life-we try ‘to dive. 

(4-) By studying to distinguish the voice of the 
Spirit. from the other voices that are heard in the 
soul. The one.-unfailing test is: The voice of the 
Spirit never urges. to conduct or feeling which would 
be inharmonious with Jesus’ spirit or teaching. 

(5-) By cultivating the habit of listening for the 
voice of the Spirit. Perhaps it will be better under- 
stood if I say cultivating a sensitiveness to the im- 
pressions of the Spirit, and a habit of quickly, hope- 
fully, and faithfully acting on his suggestions. This 
is not easy to explain to the non-Christian man. But 
Iam writing for those who know something of the 
language of the Kingdom. Any one who tries this 
will be greatly delighted to find how soon this habit 
will develop into a sort of Second nature. And how 
seldom he will have any reason to think he was 
misled! It is this which Paul calls being ‘led by 
the Spirit’’ (Gal. 5 : 18). This will not make all 
ecstatic in their experience. Some will not be thus 
ever ; it is not their nature to be so. But these sug- 
gestions, followed in faith, will make it true of all 
who do it that they will have the Holy Spirit in their 
life of to-day in such measure that they will live calmly, 
actively, patiently, usefully, led and helped by our 
great and heavenly Partner, the Holy Spirit. 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 10. THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 





Acts 2: 1-21. Commit verses 2-4 


Golden Text: I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth.—John 14 : 16, 17 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times) 


Getting Started in Class 


HAT different kinds of power have you ever 
heard of (water, steam, heat, electricity, horse, 
gasoline, radium, etc.). For what are some 

of these kinds of power used? Get the class to talk- 
ing freely about power, by such questions as these. 
“wae will some one tell us what power 7s? (Draw 
out definitions from the class.) A dictionary defini- 
tion suggests that power is that property of anythin 
or any one which shows itself in ac/ion, and whic 
is ‘able to produce change. See whether this de- 
scribes the different kinds of power we mentioned. 
But there is still another kind of power,—you re- 
member it, from last week. It was the power that 
— promised to send into the lives of his disciples. 
et us see what we can find out about it. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 
Tell the story of just what had happened after 
esus had ascended and the disciples had returned to 
icchianb (Acts 1: 15-26; Riddle, first paragraph). 
And now what did the disciples expect ? They 
robably did not themselves know,—see Professor 
Rasesay's second Daly iw h. Pentecost arrived; 
the day is explaine in Professor Riddle’s paragraph 
on ‘' Time.” Then the promised great event occurred: 
the Holy Spirit came. How was this shown? Let 
the pupils answer, from verses 2, 3. It was not 
wind, it was not fire (Riddle, on vs. 2, 3); it was only 
‘ike these. What did wind and fire stand for? (San- 
ders, second paragraph.) The familiarity of any 
reference to the *‘ mighty wind” is made clear in Dr, 
Mackie’s first paragraph. And the third strange sign ? 
(v. 4.) Differing views of the meaning of this speak- 
ing with other tongues will be found in Professor 
Riddle, on verses 4; 6, Professor Ramsay's last para- 
graph, and President Sanders’ fifth paragraph. 

There is a good deal of ‘puzzling mystery in all 
this, isn't there?) We'¢dnnot understand much about 
the Spirit and his coming: But what of that? Shall 
we refuse to believe on that account? Notice the 
convincing and practical. way in which Mr. Ridgway 
meets this point (second paragraph). 

The next fact was that this coming of the Spirit 
could not be kept a secret. It nevercan. This time 
the men of fifteen countries or regions soon knew 
about it. For the world-sweep of this audience, see 
Professor Riddle’s tomment on verses g-11. It 
would be well to show the class, on one of your Bible 
maps, where those countries lay. 

Who takes the lead in telling the crowd just what 
has happened?’ Miss Slattery calls attention to the 
fact that it was a man who did not show up very 
well the last time he had an opportunity to wit- 
ness for Christ. But remember, something has 
happened: power has come into him. These are not 
the old disciples; they are new'men, every one. See 
what President Sanders says of this, in his third par- 
agraph, and Professor Ramsay, fourth and sixth. 

Peter has a message; what is it? Notice his skill 
as a speaker, pointed out in Mr. Foster's sixth para- 
oe. On the Joel prophecy you will find help in 

ofessor Riddle’s comments on verse 16 and follow- 
ing, and in Dr, Mackie’s last paragraph. That 
Peter's address was the keynote of the new church 
is shown in Professor Ramsay’s third paragraph. 

Would you like to see a return of the day of Pente- 
cost?) Why? Dr. Burdette says he would as soon 
think of praying for the crossing of the Red Sea, ora 
second crucifixion. There.is a thought there that 
will startle some. of.us; it is worth thinking about. 
Read his entire article through carefully,—it is for 
more than the Home Department members. The 
Holy Spirit is doing more. wonderful things to-day 
than he did then. See the proofs of this in Mr. Pier- 
son's article. Use the Round Table: Illustration 
(third), on the converted Chinaman’s testimony. 

Let us go back, a moment, to our definition of 
**power.” What was it? It was that which showed 
itself in action, and could produce change. Does 
this fit in with what we have seen of the coming of 
power into the apostles? Action? They had to do 
something about it, didn’t. they? They testified 
boldly for Christ. Change? They were already 
changed, and next week we shall see whether this 
power could pass out of them and change others. 

You have seen the sign on some buildings, ‘‘ To 
let, with power.” The. apostles might be said to 
have worn that sign after Pentecost,—but they were 
**to let” only in the service of Christ. The world 
has not much usefor any one Without power. Every 
one may have it,—for the price that the apostles paid. 


1 And when the day of Pentecost 1 was now come, they were 
all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared 
unto them tongues ? parting asunder, like as of fire ; and it sat 
pos each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the 

oly Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. : 

5 Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound was 
heard, the multitude came together, and were confounded, 
because that every man heard them speaking in his own lan- 
guage. 7 And they were all amazed and. marvelled, saying, 

ehold, are not all these that speak Gal’i-le’ans? 8 And how 
hear we, every man in our own language wherein we were 
born? 9 Par’thi-ans and Medes and E’lam-ites, and the 
dwellers in Mes’o-po-ta’mi-a, in Judza and Cap’pa-do’ci-a, 
in Pontus and Asia, 10 in Phryg’i-a and Pam-phyl’i-a, in pt 
and the parts of Lib’y-a about Cy-re’ne, and sojourners from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabians, we 
hear them speaking in our tongues the mighty works of God. 
i2 And they were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying one 
to another, What mecneth this? 13 But others mocking said, 
They are filled with new wine. 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and spake forth unto them, saying, Ye men of Judea, 
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, 
and give ear unto my words. 15 For these are not drunken, 
as ye suppose ; oom is d4¢ the third hour of the day ; 16 
Sart is that which hath been spoken through the prophet 

oel : 
17 * And it shall be in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh : 
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
And your young men shall see visions, 
And your old men shall drean dreams: 
18 And on my ‘servants and on my 5 handmaidens in those days 
Will I pour forth of my Spirit ; and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show wonders in the heaven above, 
And signs on the earth beneath ; 
Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke : 
20 ‘The sun shal) be turned. into darkness, 
And the moo” into blood, 
Before the day of the Lord come, 
That great and notable day : 
at And it shall be, that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. 

1 Gr. was dei: lfilled. 2 Or, parting among them Or, distribu- 

ting p] Brae tial (oho if 08 ft. "Gr. bendeech’ © Gr. bomdmatd 
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“Your Lesson: Questions Answered 


(The references are to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


Verse 1.—Who were ‘‘ they ’’? (Riddle.) What was the 
day of Pentecost ? (Riddle, on ‘* Time.’’) 

Verse 3.—Notice that the text does not say ‘‘ tongues of 
fire,’’ but *‘ like as of fire.’’ 

Verse 4.— What is meant by ‘‘ other tongues ’’ ? (Riddle ; 
Ramsay, ‘last paragraph ; Sanders, 5). 

Verse 6.—How do we explain the fact. that the apostles 
were in a house, and that a multitude heard them? The 
suggestion has sometimes been made that the disciples 
were probably in the court of the temple,—the third hour, 
or nine A. M., being an hour of prayer. But recent lead- 
ing commentators agree that this was not probable, It was 
not until some time after the manifestation of the Spirit 
that Peter said to the crowd that it was the third hour ; 
therefore the coming of the Spirit must have occurred con- 
siderably before the hour of prayer. The size of the crowd 
may have led during the day to removal to some outdoor 
locality. There is no direct statement to the effect that the 
3,000 were together at any one time, nor is it even said 
that 3,000 were present when Peter made the address, 
There were open spaces in Jerusalem, and there may have 
been subsequent assemblies in one of these. On a feast 
day such an assemblage in the temple would have called for 
the interference of the authorities (see Acts 4: 1-3). More- 
over, when Luke means ‘‘temple’’ he says so. Of all the 
New Testament writers he is the least likely to have failed 
in accuracy on this point (compare Luke 24 : 53). 

Verses 9-11.—Locate the countries named (Riddle). 

Verse 10,—Just what were ‘‘ the proselytes ’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 11.—What ‘‘ mighty works ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 14.—Who was Peter ? ( Riddle.) ; 

Verse 15.—Why did *‘ the third hour’’ make drunken- 
ness out of the question ? (Riddle ; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 16. The Joel reference. Who was he, when did 
he prophesy, and what was his message ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 18.—The meaning of ‘‘ handmaiden ”’ (Riddle). 

Verse 20.—What was ‘‘ the day of the Lord ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 21.—How had this prophecy come true? (Riddle.) 

Had the Holy Spirit never come into the lives of men 
before New Testament times? The name is used but 
three times in the Old Testament (Psa. 51: 11; Isa. 63: 
Io, 11), but there are many references to his:work: Elijah 
(1 Kings 18: 12; 2 Kings 2: 16); he abides with God’s 
people (Isa. 63: £1); gives power for the. work of the 
kingdom (Judg. 3: 10; 1 Sam. 11-: 6). gives wisdom 
(Num. t1: 17, 25); and instruction through inspiration 
(Num. 24:2; 1 Sam. 10:6: Micah 3:.8; Zech. .7.: 12). 
It was prophesied that the Holy Spirit’s work would. be 
powerful and widespread in the Messianic period. 











‘The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


bast tach aoe ING EVENTS.—At the suggestion of 

Peter, an apostle (Matthias, otherwise unknown) 

was chosen in the place of Judas Iscariot. (Paul 
was not one of the Twelve. ) 

Place.—Probably the usual place of assembly, in 
Jerusalem, referred to in chapter 1. Certainly not 
the temple. Evidently the room was a large one, but 
nothing is known of its locality. 

Time.—On the day of Pentecost, year of Rome 
783,—that is, A.D. 30. Pentecost means ‘ fiftieth,” 
and was the fiftieth day (seven weeks) after the six- 
teenth of ‘Nisan, the second day in the passover 
week. Hence, if our Lord died on Friday, the 15th 
of Nisan, Pentecost would, in that year, fall on Sat- 
urday, May 27. Many hold that the crucifixion oc- 
curred on the 14th of Nisan, In that case Pentecost 
would fall on Sunday, and there is some evidence 
that the desire to celebrate Pentecost on the Lord’s 
day influenced early opinion as to the date of our 
Lord's death. “Pentecost was one of the three great 
annual Jewish festivals. It was also called ‘ feast 
of harvest” and ‘day of the firstfruits.” Tradition 
connected it with the giving of the law from Mt. 
Sinai. At this festival many Jews from all regions 
would be at Jerusalem (see vs. 5-9). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Z7hey : That is, the believers as a body. 
—in one place: See above. 

Verse 2.—As of the rushing of a mighty wind: 
Probably not an actual wind, but a sound like ‘a 
violent gust borne along.” 

Verse 3.—Z/ongues parting asunder, like as of 


fire: Not actual fire, but a visible appearance, lam- 


bent like flame. 

Verse 4.—Ovher tongues: ‘‘ Different.” is the exact 
sense,—they spoke in different languages from their 
own, and that beforethe multitude came, See.on vy. 6. 

Verse 5.—Devaut men: The. .adjective. often :de- 
scribes: \proselytes (see: on, ,verses 9-11), but evidently 
Jews are here referred to; not exclusively, howeyer 

v. 10); j 

Verse 6.— When this sound was heard: Probably 
referring to verse 2.—Speaking in his. own.,./an- 
guage: Literally, ‘* dialect.” his statement is. re- 
peated in verses 8, 11, and represents the phenome- 
non as supernatural. It differs from. the ‘ gift of 
tongues " discussed in ,1 Corinthians, since these, later 
utterances were unintelligible (1 Cor.. 14 .: 2-18). 
Needed on this occasion, the miracle seems never to 
have been repeated. . But in these days faithful mis- 
sionaries have wrought ‘‘ greater works” than this, 

Verses 9-11.—Fifteen regions are included in this 
lis’ It begins with four;countries east of /uvdea, 
then names five provinces in Asia Minor (Asza here 
meaning the Roman province), then passes to Africa 
and Rome, closing with the mention of Crefans and 
Arabians, thus completing, in rough outline, a circle. 
—Proselytes : Converts; Gentiles who. had become 
Jews in religion.—7he mighty works of God: The 
great facts of redemption,.such as Peter told after- 
wards. 

Verse 14.—Peter: The usual spokesman of the 
Twelve. His original name was ‘‘ Simon,” or ‘‘Sym- 
eon” (Acts 15 : I4). 

Verse 15.— 7hird hour; According to our reckon- 
ing. 9 A.M. ‘Too early for intoxication. 

erse 16.—/oe/: Verses 17-21 are from Joel 2; 
28-32. This prophet lived in Judea, probably about 
770-800 B.C. He predicts calamity, under the figure 
of a swarm of locusts, as about to come upon Judea, 
but in the passage cited deliverance is predicted. 

Verse 18, — Servants... handmaidens : Literally, 
‘*bondmen, ... ‘‘bondmaidens.” Here the reference 
is to God’s servants of both sexes. ‘‘ Handmaidens” 
is an English term, applied to female bondservants, 
because as usually employed in the household, they 
were at hand. 

Verses I9, 20 refer to the second coming of Christ 
in Peter’s use of them, but in the prophecy they 
point to time of trouble when God would appear for 
the deliverance of his people. When this ‘: day of 
the Lord” will come, no one knows. Peter may have 
expected its early occurrence, but Acts 1: 8 shows 
that no man, however inspired, can know the time. 

Verse 21.—On the name of the Lord: ** Jehovah” 
in the Hebrew, but in Romans 10 : 13 the passage is 
applied to Christ. As regards the fulfilment of the 
prophecy, the outpouring of the Spirit was, in gen~ 
eral, a fulfilment of verses 17, 18, since the Spirit 
came upon all (v. 4), old and young, male and female. 
But verses 19, 20 point to the future, hence are not 
applicable to the day of Pentecost. 
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‘brief outline of an epochmakin 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 10 (Acts 2: 1-21) 


_ The Day of Vision and Power 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


E HAVE realized why it was that the Son of 
God must bring his work in this world to an 
' end, and must depart when his work on earth 
had been completed. This departure, however, is, in 
a sense, only a nt and not real. It was the end 
of the riod during which the Divine Nature as the 
Word Seosiae flesh subjected itself to the human 
limitations of space and time. But the Divine Nature 
in itself is never absent from the world or removed 
from it; it is always everywhere. Jesus himself in 
his life on earth assured the disciples that he was 
with them always, even unto the end of the world. 
He guaranteed to them ‘‘ the promise of my Father,” 
the gift. of power, the presence of the Spirit. The 
other Gospels mention this guarantee and assurance 
only as the brief final word of His life on earth ; but 
John describes this promise and guarantee at length 
as an important part of the teaching of Jesus on the 
night before his trial. 

At the moment, this teaching escaped the disciples. 
Like Jesus’ earlier references to his coming death, 
they failed to comprehend it. Now the time had 
come when their minds were to be opened, and they 
should understand. They had been plunged into-de- 
pression and despair by the death of the Saviour; 
and their hopes for the Kingdom of God were crushed. 
The conviction that he was not dead, as it grew into 
abiding certainty, rekindled the hope, but produced 
no understanding; and they still so utterly miscon- 
ceived the Kingdom of God as to ask, ‘‘ Lord, dost 
thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
Their awakening to understand the character of 
Jesus, his mission and his Kingdom, is described in 
this second chapter. Suddenly they saw and knew, 
and the knowledge was the presence and the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The words in which Peter addressed the assembly 
are the best account of the marvelous experience. 
Such words, if remembered at all, would be better 
remembered than the a circumstances 
(which are liable to be modified by popular belief); 
and they have a simplicity, directness, and impres- 
siveness that compels and ensures remembrance. 
The quotation from Joel could not be forgotten: it 
struck the keynote of the incident and gave the tone 
to the development of the young church. The speech 
made history, and was remembered in history,—not 
indeed verbatim, but in outline and in spirit. This 
address, delivered 
on a memorable occasion, stands in history as the 
first utterance of the new church; and as such isa 
document of the highest interest. Only part of it 
comes before us now. 

What Peter lays stress upon is the gift of prophec 
which had been suddenly bestowed—that is, the gift 
of insight into the Qoveliienent of history, and the 
divine, eternal principles that control its movement. 
The disciples perceived now the meaning and pur- 
pose embodied in the life and death of the Saviour, to 
which they had hitherto been blind. Jesus had 
hitherto been above and beyond them, a figure whom 
they revered and after a dim fashion believed in, but 
whose teaching and work lay outside the range of 
their minds. Now they were inspired with his spirit; 
each of them realized that Jesus was for himself in- 
dividually the Saviour; and the knowledge was the 
Spirit and the Power of God. This inspiration was 
universal, without distinction of sex or rank. Slave- 
men and slavewomen, young and old, sons and 
daughters, all shared alike in it.- It is the same 
principle that Paul states: ‘* there can be neither Jew 
nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there 
can be no male and female; for ye are all one man 
in Christ Jesus.” 

Such is the inner spirit of the event. What were 
the outward features and facts as they were evident 
to the disciples and as they appeared to spectators ? 
We have before us two accounts of the scene, that by 
Peter at the-moment, and that of Luke derived from 
the general belief prevalent in the church at Jerusa- 
lem soon after the event. Peter brushes aside the 
external features as unimportant, fastens on the inner 
meaning, and dwells on this alone. Yet he shows 
unmistakably that he was aware of the strange exter- 
nal features dwelt upon in the narrative. The spec- 
tators saw these alone: they could not look beneath 
the surface to the soul: they derided the strange 
appearance of the scene. Peter acknowledges those 
features in a word, and passes from them: ‘* These 
penmsons are not drunken, as ye ns but this is 
what Joel has foreseen and described.” 

The divine influence affects different human beings 
in different ways. To some it was at the moment 
overpowering and confusing. To Peter it was on the 
instant illuminative and strengthening, as it soon be- 
came to all. Hitherto he had been a listener and an 
observer, making sometimes a short statement, and 
that not always a right or a wise one. Now he could 
preach an extempore discourse full of insight and 
power. 

Some or many of the others could only ‘-speak with 
tongues."’"-- In this place we eannot ‘go into the pre- 
cise méaning-of-this:‘much disctissed’expression. «It 
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‘is sufficient to note: (1) that the gift of tongues was 
snegelees. generally in the early church as one of 
the forms in which the Divine Spirit manifested it- 
self to give power to the minds of men; (2) that Paul 
does not rank it very high among these. forms, but 
says that it is more advantageous for the individual 
who received the gift than for the church in which 
he used it; (3) that Paul regarded the utterances of 
this gift as obscure, needing interpretation, ‘‘ for no 
man understandeth,” and as spoken ‘ not untosmen, 
but unto God.” Hence, while the devout interpreted 
the words spoken with tongues on this occasion each 
in his native language, others regarded them as 
the babbling of men filled with new wine. Peter 
rightly disregarded these external signs, visible and 
audible, and went direct to the spiritual meaning that 
lay beneath them. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


S of the vognmn # of a mighty wind (v. 2). The 
A reference would convey a familiar meaning to 
those who were acquainted with the Palestine 
climate. Strong winds smite the mountain ridges 
and sweep through the narrow gorges. The Sermon 
on the Mount closed with the description of a cloyd- 
burst when wind and rain and rushing torrent tested 
the foundation on which the house was built. As 
Galilean fishermen they had often had to row against 
the sudden descent of the west wind on the heated, 
rarefied air of the low-lying lake. 

Seeing it is but the third hour of the day (v. 15). 
It is the custom among the Jews to attend to appointed 
prayers in the synagogue before partaking of food. 
This service, with the liturgical additions proper to 
the day of Pentecost, would so prolong the devotions 
as to leave no time for intoxication to be indulged in 
or to show its effects. But the ceremonial and politi- 
cal nature of the worship and its fellowship made it 
possible for an orthodox Jew to pass from the ritual 
of prayer to the revelry of the wine cup. 

And it shall bein the last days (v, 15). The ex- 
pression was full of meaning to those whom Peter 
addressed. All the things of gladness and gratifica- 
tion connected with days of yearly public observance 
ih America and England sink into insignificance com- 

ared with what the Jews expected from the ‘‘ Last 

ays.” Not only would there be a perpetual farewell 
to the privations of poverty, the infirmities of age, 
the mystery of pain, the fear of the oppressor and all 
social disqualification, but the flesh of the mighty 
leviathan would afford an interminable feast, and 
the tree of life restored to the earth would perfume 
the air of a renovated world and drop its variegated 
fruit on those who rested in its boundless shade. 
This riot of voluptuous passivity and wistful antici- 
pation of an earthly paradise formed a strange con- 
trast to the promise of the Father and the gift of the 
Spirit to which the apostle turned the attention. 

BrEyRouT, SYRIA. 
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Modern Days of Pentecost 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


HERE have been many days of Pentecost since 
then. These days may not be marked now, 
as then, by the rushing of a mighty wind, but 
there is the evidence of the same mighty Spirit that 
shakes the spirits of men. There may not be the ap- 
pearance ot tongues of fire, but there is the proof of 
the presence of the cleansing fire of God in men’s 
hearts and lives. There may not be the speaking in 
many tongues of which the speakers were formerly 
ignorant, but the Word of God is now given to men 
in five hundred tongues, and missionaries are daily 
speaking in languages which nine-tenths of the world 
can understand. 

In the Hawaiian Iskands, Titus Coan saw this 
power in the ‘‘ Pentecost at Hilo” nearly seventy- 
five years ago, when over five thousand were received 
into the church and 2,400 sat down to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper at onetime. In Ongole, India, John 
E. Clough saw such a scene thirty years ago, when 
idols were flung away by the thousand, and in six 
months nearly 10,000 converts were baptized. To- 
day from China and Japan, Korea, Africa, India and 
Malaysia, come tidings of great awakenings by the 
Spirit of God. In Secunderabad, India, the revival 
seemed to be started by one boy who rose and con- 
fessed his sins and asked for prayer. In Korea, the 
great revivals have begun in prayer-meetings and 
whole villages have been converted, 

The modern days of Pentecost come whenever men 
are fully prepared, ready to witness, and the divine 
conditions are fulfilled. . S ‘ 
~* Breoxiyn; Ne Y. “ rer a4 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
Get T 


‘ogether.—A// together (v. 1). This is the 
way to get ready for heaven's best gifts, and also for 
those of earth. ‘United we stand, divided we 
fall” is true in state, in church, and in business. God 
has built the world on the ‘all together” plan. 
When we order things after God's plan all runs 
aesegyes God says over and over again ‘* Love 
your neighbor” (Matt. 5 : 43; 19: 19; 22:39; Mark 
12: 31; Luke 10: 27; Rom. 13:9; Gal. 5: 14, etc). 
Why so insistent? Because God wants his children 
to be prosperous, and when we are loving and kind 
we always pull all together, and no power on earth 
can stop an all-together aa Did you ever see a big 
family all pulling together? You know and every- 
body knows it is only a question of time when they 
will arrive. Where there is no ‘‘all together” there 
is no descent of the Holy Spirit. In my mission work 
I have had more than one large family come up out 
of poverty to affluence through the ‘‘all together” 
way. The Holy Spirit has seemed to come right 
down and fill their humble families and bless them as 
surely as he did these disciples in our lesson to-day. 


The Mystery of Air.—A sound as of the rushing o 
a mighty wind (v. 2). What is the Find? ohn 3: FA 
Air in motion. What is air? The Holy Spirit and 
his office is a hard thing for Sunday-school boys and 
—- to understand. But so is air or wind, to which 

eis likened. Scientific folks thought they knew a 
whole lot about air. Then a man liquefied it. May- 
be you can tell us some of the surprising wonders 
of liquid air. Some of you folks, who will not be- 
lieve what you don’t understand, will kindly tell 
me what air is, this ordinary air which we breathe 
and which the Holy Spirit is like. Did you ever hear 
of ‘‘ wireless messages”? There is 7 in this 
air on which telegraph dispatches can travel as well 
as on wires. I read only to-day that they put a signal 
tower on one of the Alps mountains and got all kinds 
of messages from all over Europe. The air above 
the Alps is just full of passing human intelligence! 
What is this stuff. we can’t see, that wecall air? Air 
is life. Air is death. It is free. Only thing in all 
this wide world not traded in because it is every- 
where. Never refuse to believe the Holy Spirit be- 
cause he is mysterious like the air. As you gladly 
take in the air and live this earthly life, take in the 
Spirit of God and live the everlasting life. You don’t 
have to know all the mysteries of air to have abound- 
ing physical life, nor to know the mysteries of the 
Godhead to have the Christ. life (John 10 : 10) 


The Friends.—Sfeak with other tongues (v. 4). 
This is the first thing that happens when the Holy 
Spirit comes down into a life. Not only the words 
are different, but the very tones change. Children 
look at their parentsin amazement. All that snappy- 
off-goes-your-head deliverance disappears. Kindli- 
ness always comes with the Holy Spirit. This is how 
you can always know it is the Holy Spirit and not 
something else. The Society of Friends have always 
magnified the office of the Holy Spirit. In their 
meetings’ they wait for the moving of the Spirit. 
Their whole lives are Spirit-filled and Spirit-guided, 
and all who know the Friends will bear witness to 
the work of the _— among them asapeople. They 
are gentle in words, gentle in manners, and gentle in 
deeds. When you are filled with the same Holy 
Spirit we will hear a new tongue also. Not a new 
language as upon this day, for this was a great 
miracle, but the sanie old language pronounced in a 
new way by a new heart back of it. Love will work 
the key-board (1 Cor. 13 : 1). 


Show All Your Colors.—Devout men, from every 
nation under heaven (v. 5). God ha» never been 
without some of them. Those Wise-men at the birth 
of Jesus were three that Goi had somewhere. Good 
men, interested in religious things, are continually 
being found in unexpected places. In a ‘‘ tough” 
neighborhood are often sweet Christians. In the 
rough gang often a good godly man. Always wear 
your colors, for you don’t know when you may meet 
other Christians. Some time ago a committee of 
Y. M. C. A. workers had an audience with Mr. James 
i: Hill, President of the Great Northern Railway. 

hey wanted to get him interested in planting As- 
sociations along the line of his road. r. Hill is a 
Roman Catholic. So the committee were very elo- 

uent about the social and intellectual advantages of 
the Association but thought they had better not say 
much about the religious side. ‘* Well, gentlemen,” 
said Mr. Hill, ‘‘are you all done?” ‘* Yes, I guess 
we have said about all we can,” replied the chairman. 
‘* Why, then,” asked the president, ‘‘have you not 
mentioned the most important thing in your work and 
that upon which it is all founded, the religious ele- 
ment? This is the only part that interests.me at all. 
We have tried all the other things without the reli- 
gious foundation and they have been failures. Go 
ahead with your Association and never lose sight of 
the religious end of it. That is the only part which, 
after all, amounts to much.” The committee have 
never forgotten the well deserved rebuke. Masterly 
men are atways big men (Phil. 1: 20). © ~ 

COaPBSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
penne One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 
tant conditions sraing the acceptance of material, the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


What Friendship Will Do—/ wi// pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Chaftoter, that he 
may be with you fs, ever, even the Spirit of truth 
(Golden Text). 5S. D. Gordon, speaking of the office 
of the Comforter, uses this illustration: ‘‘One summer 
a friend suggested my preg a week on Lake 
Chautauqua. I did not have the money to spare, 
and so told him I was noi sure I could arrange to get 
away. But he seemed to divine the basis of my ob- 

ection, and insisted on my going along. We went. I 
ad very little money with me. I got on the train 
without a ticket, took a seat inthe parlor-car, stopped 
at the best hotel, had a choice room on the ground 
floor, patronized the well-ordered dining-room regu- 
larly, and raade free use of the place. And all the 
time I had practically no money with me. But would 
you believe me, I was not a icle concerned about 
paying for these privileges. Never felt less concern 
about anything in mylife. You knowwhy. I hada 
trustworthy friend with me who was concerned for me. 
This is what Jesus meant when he said, | will send 
another Comforter, one who will be right by your 
side to help,—sympathetic, experienced, strong; and 
he will stay with you all the time. In the kitchen, 
in the sitting-room, the sick-room, with the children, 
when work oe up, when things jangle or threaten 
to, when the baby’s cross, and the patching and 
sweeping and baking, and all the rest of it, seems 
endless, on the street, in the office, on the campus, in 
the store, when tempted,—almost slipped, when op- 
portunity opens for a quiet personal word, every- 
where, every time, in every circumstance, one along- 
side to help. Is not that wonderful ?"—WH. H. Smith, 
Kinsale, Va. From Quiet Talks on Power.” 


Resisting the Spirit of God.— And when the day 
of Pentecost was now come (vy. 1). Mr. Inglis says 
that when he was in St. Thomas’ a brother minister 
said to him: ‘t When I first became pastor of the 
church, we had meetings every night for six months, 
and scores joined our church. One young lady at- 
tended all the services but the last three. She list- 
ened, and was often taken into the church parlor by 
the ladies and pleaded with, but she resisted the 
appeals. We were within three nights of closing- 
services, and I stood right under the sekdine-deok. 
We were halfway through the prayer-meeting, when 
I heard some one walking rapidly down the church, 
and saw that young lady making her way tothe lobb 
door. A voice spoke so distinctly to me,‘ Go and spea 
to her once more.’ I walked very softly, opened the 
door very gently, and saw the young lady standing 
on the top step. I hesitated, not knowing what to 
say. She was looking up at the moon shining 
brightly, and I heard her say in subdued tones, ‘O 
God, for six months ej Spirit has been striving with 
me, but it is no use; I can never give up the balls, 
and I never, never, never will ee up the card- 

arties.’ She stood there as though there was a con- 

ict going-on in her soul, and, kneeling down, she 
prayed the most awful prayer I ever heard. It 
seemed to chill the blood in my veins. Her prayer 
was this: ‘Holy Spirit, from this hour do let me 
alone; let me have my own way.’ She got up, she 
went down those steps, she never attended another 
meeting, and five weeks after passed into the eternal 
world."—W. R. Clark, Newchurch, Eng. From 
The Christian Herald. 


What Christ Did for the Chicago Chinaman.— 2egan 
to speak with other ee as the Spirit gave 
them utterance (v. 4). he Chicago letter in The 
Congregationalist contains this incident. Dr. Ros- 
well D. Hitchcock once described the Chinese ‘as a 
iy so deficient in spirituality that they can only 

reached by the appeal of ethical Christianity.” 
The best street preaching I have heard this summer 
came from a Chinaman who had recently passed 
through an intensely emotional experience of the 
new birth. He was one of a group of young people 
from Moody Church who were conducting a street- 
meeting on Chicago Avenue. Others spoke well, but 
this young man with fewest words at his command 
was richest in ideas and in the passion of preaching. 
I can only suggest the sermon: ‘‘ God in heaven, he 
make real me, He make sun, stars, moon, sky. 
He make seas, lakes, trees, mountains. He make 
all animals, all kind plants. He make man. Many 
things which God made, not change. Stars—just 
the same. Trees—just the same. Flowers —the 
same to-day, to-morrow, the next day. Animals just 
the same in the beginning and now. God made man. 
Man can change. Man—not the same to-day, to- 
morrow. last year I was bad man, do bad things, 
love bad places. This year—I—not the same man. 
God, he gave me new heart. He make me love good 
things— people. I want to be a// good—not 
bad at all.” It may be hard to draw the line between 
the ethical and spiritual, but without doubt this man 
was not under the law, but under grace. What 
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ethics could not do, because they y spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus had made possible.—MM/iss M. 


M. Smith, Redding, Conn. 


Getting the Moon.—Sha// see visions B NG 17). A 
newspaper edited by a foolish man recently that 
** Christian le with their notions of God and mo- 
tality are like children crying forthe moon.” Well, 

e do for the moon, and they get it! John 
nox cried for the moon, got it, and with it gar 
England a light that shines over the world. e 
Pilgrim Fathers cried for the moon, and America 
has walked fearlessly in its radiance ever since it was 
called to its zenith over Plymouth Rock. Governor 
Hughes cried for the moon the other day, and the 
devils of darkness could not prevent him getting it. 
President Roosevelt has been ng for the moon for 
seven years, and the centripetal force of righteous- 
ness is giving it tohim. The Anti-Saloon League is 
crying for the moon, and two hundred thousand 
oons are looking for dark holes before the full 
light falls upon them. The modern beatitude, sanc- 
tioned by Holy Writ and the sane souls of men, says, 
*‘ Blessed are they who cry for the moon, for they 
shall get it."— William /. Hart, D.D., Earlville, 
N. Y. From The Methodist Review. 


The Cry of the Always Heard.—And it shall 
be, that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved (vy. 21). The following is told in 
The Expositor: A friend of mine said to a life-saver 
at Newport, Rhode Island, ‘‘ How can you tell when 
any one is ‘n need of help when there are thousands 
of bathers on the beach and in the water making a 
hubbub of noises?” To which he answered, ‘* No 
matter how great the noise and confusion, there has 
never been a single time when I could not distin- 
guish the cry of distress above it all. I can always 
tell it.”” And that is exactly like God. In the midst 
of the babel and confusion he never fails to hear the 
soul that cries out t> him for help amid the breakers 
and storms of life.—/Juniata Kohrback, Washing- 
ton, D.C. The prize for this week is awarded to 
this tllustration. ‘ 


Home Department Lesson Talks 
By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 


Dr. Burdette will alternate with Mrs. Annie Trumbull 
Slosson in the conduct of this new lesson department 
for the members of the Home Department. 


WONDER how many times I have heard some of 
the best people I have ever known—better than 
I am ever going to be, and wiser than I am ever 
going to try to be—pray fervently for ‘‘the descent 
of the Holy Spirit,” for the ‘‘ return of Pentecost.” I 
would as soon think, for my own part, of a ing for 
the crossing of the Red Sea or the birth of the Saviour. 
The one is as likely to happen again as the other. 
We might as well expect a second crucifixion as a 
second Pentecost. 

You see, we get into such a habit of measuring 
Infinity with a pocket ‘‘ History of the Jews,” and 
putting Eternity into a desk calendar, that we try to 
compass God within our own imagination. And then, 
naturally, the best we can dois to expect him to repeat 
himself, It doesn’t occur to us that the next great 
revelation of himself and his Kingdom will be some- 
thing as different from Pentecost as the Crucifixion 
was from the fall of Jericho. 

Let us remember, what is very easy to understand, 
that Infinity doesn’t stop at the city limits, and 
Eternity doesn’t turn back when it strikes twelve. 
Then, without forgetting the wonderful things that 
are behind, we can with holy and wondering awe 
look forward to yet more wonderful things that are 
to come. ‘‘More wonderful things than God has 
already shown us,” my son? Yes; unless the Al- 
mighty has reached his limit. Which I doubt very 
much. 

When the Holy Spirit descended from God to this 
earth and life of ours, he came to abide here forever. 
He is in the world to-day, in power as widespread and 
as mighty as on the day of Pentecost. e do not 
hear the ‘* sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind,” 
nor do we see the ‘‘ tongues parting asunder, like as 
of fire.” But we see things far more wonderful. 
Think not? Do you remember what Jesus made the 
climax of the mighty works of God? (Matt. 11: 5.) 
He began with opening the eyes of the blind, climbed 
up through miracle after miracle to the raising of the 
dead, and then, as on eagle’s wings, flew up to the 
sunlit peaks of God’s power and goodness—** preach- 
ing the gospel to the poor.” Doesn’t sound like much 
of a climax tous, does it? No; but somehow it does 
to God the Almighty. ‘That's the difference—well, 
that’s one of the Siteseices between men and God. 
There are other differences. 

**Don’t you suppose God’s messengers will ever 
again speak with tongues?” Oh, yes. They do, 
now. Better than they did on Pentecost day. Fif- 
teen dialects are enumerated in the ‘“*tongues” to 
which men listened on the day of ee ca utter- 
ances. Men listen to the gospel of Jesus Christ to- 


day in five hundred languages. That day, a multitude 
of several thousand—as many as could crowd within 
the range of the speakers’ voices, heard the word. 


e 
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circling the globe like the trail of the sun, 
The praise of the mill on earth, like yay area 
of the holy creatures around the throne in ven 
who ‘“‘have no rest day and night, saying, ‘Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord the ory ge « " Wh 
do you want to go back to Pentecost thou 
Pentecosts couldn’t compensate me for the ey I 
see to-day, in our own wonderful time,—things *‘ that 
many prophets and teous men desired to see, ... 
and saw them not.” as it such a wonderful spec- 
tacle, that famous preaching in tongues? People who 
heard the preachers thought they were drunk, Peter 
himself had to defend the apostles against that accusa- 
tion. Christian scholarship doesn’t have to do that 
for itself to-day. It commands the profoundest respect 
of all the scholarship of the world. 

A few years , there broke out in Los Angeles a 
sudden frenzy for  Spvanine in tongues.” went 
down to the ‘* pentecostal” places to some of it. 
It dated farther back than oneness, It went back 
to Babel. It was such a jargon that it couldn’t re- 
peat itself. It was the over-bubbling froth of a 
witches’ cauldron of hysteria, delusion, dementia, 
and fraud. Nobody paid any attention to it; no re- 
vival, great or small, grew out of it. There are as 
many nationalities represented in Los Angeles to-day 
as there were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, 
but not one of the multitude recognized hisown tongue 
in the babel of the ‘* Pentecostal” churches, and in 
time the r imitation of a wonderful manifestation 
died a quiet and natural death, in striking contrast 
to its noisy and unnatural life, the usual fate of an 
imitation. God never turned the shadow on the dial 
back but once, and then it didn’t dothe king for whom 
it was done a particle of ; ’ 

Mysterious as is the Spirit in his workings a ig the 
souls of men, he is clearly discernible and easily com- 
prehensible in his results. You can as easily tell 
whether you are under the influence, or in the pos- 
session, of the Holy Spirit, as you can tell whether 
it is an apple-tree or a poison-oak that you have 
in your garden, For ‘‘ by their fruits ye shall know 
them; ” and ‘‘ the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meek- 
ness, self-control,"~ Does that describe you? You 
needn’t trouble to answer; I'll just ask some of the 
neighbors. 
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Lesson-Light on Social Problems 


By Charles Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department of 
Church and Labor 


HE observance of the Day of Pentecost, bringin 
memories of emancipation from slavery am | 
promise of a freer, fuller life, for the individual 

and for the nation, was an appropriate setting for the 
coming of the Spirit who had been promised by the 
ascended Lord. 

For again were the ple in need of deliverance 
from the power of. an alien race. Oppressed by their 
rulers until social and political conditions had become 
well-nigh intolerable, there had cy 3 up organized 
as well as spontaneous insurrection, but this rebel- 
lion seemed only to add to the burdéns of the masses. 
The hope of the people was no longer in themselves. 
Their helplessness was only too apparent. 

The Spirit is to-day moving among the masses. 
Still there is the feeling of social unrest. But it is 
no longer a feeling of helplessness. Even among the 
poverty-stricken and socially unfit, there is the hope 
of those who have seen a vision, Social unrest dur- 
ing the past twenty-five years has increased many- 
fold. The church has been accused of being non- 
effective in quieting or stamping out this feeling. As 
though that were the business of the church! Just 
the opposite is true. : 

Coming to those who were formerly satisfied with 
low physical, intellectual, and spiritual ideals, the 

reacher has pointed to the higher life to be found in 
hrist, and as the messenger has imparted to the 
ple the spirit that was in him, his listeners have 
nn od dissatisfied with sin and unrighteousness, 
and the spirit of unrest has begun to do its work. 

The Holy Spirit has as truly descended upon the 

ple to-day as he did upon the Day of Pentecost. 

he manifestation of his power has not been the 
same as in olden times, just as it is different among 
even the professedly Christian men of our times; but 
he is unquestionably at work among the masses. 

Great social and political changes are imminent. 
The horizon foretokens rapid and far-reaching revo- 
lution, although that revolution will probably come 
by a swiftly moving evolution. 

Is not this the larger fulfilment of that potgheny 
which Peter quoted from Joel, when he said: ‘* And 
it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh”? 

Truly, the people are seeing visions, Whe Spirit 
is brooding over the earth. 

New York City. 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 10 (Acts 2: 1-ar) 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that the Comforter has indeed come to dwell 
among men. days would be evil without his 
all our doings. <5 Bo Reptoens gives 0s cons. 
aan to geen on Hels We Se Forbid we should 
so ne Sues tap Se See Cece wes 
and so close the of our hearts that he can find no wel- 
oe fyprediBct 5 Soca be hoe aif aaye-mepeotialler 

y as our guide, name 
Joo Chee eer tana een 


After the Lesson.—Many of you have seen a copy 
of The Sunday School Times, such as I hold in my 
hand. Itis printed ona great twenty-three feet 
long, twelve feet wide, and six feet ten inches high. 
And that huge machine is just a big, unmoving mass of 
metal until something wonderful occurs. The paper 
cannot be printed, the cylinders of the press cannot 
turn at all, until the touch of a hand turns a little 
lever, and sends the elecric current into the press- 
motor to give power to the driving-shaft.and motion 
to the whole machine. Any child can set that bi 
press in motion. The lightest touch does it. An 
gone: gots the work done. (Write ‘* Power’ on the 





POWER 


The disciples needed ér before they could do 
the great work Jesus had set them todo. Will who- 
ever can find it first read -Acts 1:8? That was the 
promise. Are we to-day beyond the need of such 
power as Jesus promised? Then why not receive 
the power that Jesus promises through the Holy 
ed and live the most useful lives we can possibly 
ive ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 











7 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalmebook ‘* Bible Songs "’) 


‘Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
Dove."’ (197 1, 2. 288:1, 2.) 
**O day of rest and gladness."’ Psalm 89 : 15-18. 
‘**O Spirit of the living God."’ (42m: 12-15. 179 : I-3.) 
“Our blest Redeemer, ere he Psalm 143 : 8-10 
breathed.’’ (210 : 1-3. 308 : 1-3.) 
**This day, at Thy creating word.’’ Psalm 16 : 7-10. 
“O Thou that hearest prayer."’ (17: 7-10. 25:1, 2.) 
‘* Hear us, ‘hou that broodedst."’ Psalm 51 : 8-13. 
**To Thee, O Comforter divine.” (69 : 5-7. 107 : 1-3.) 


b 4 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—Acts 2 : I-11 . J *¥ 
Tuesday.—Acts 2: 12-21 } - The Descent of the Holy Spirit 
Wednesday.—Joel 2: 21-32. ..... " 


. The Prophecy 
vee FF Sag 14: 15-26. 


‘Yhe Holy Spffit promised 


Friday.—John 16: 4-14. ..... The Holy Spirit a Guide 
saturday.—t Cor. 19 : 1-88 2 we 6 0 oe Spiritual gifts 
Sunday.—Rom. 8: 1-14. ....... . . . » Spiritual life 





[Graded Helps] 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Ste days of the new year have passed, and I 
wonder how many have had only good thin 

_ to put down in your book of acts. (Recall the 
plan suggested last Sunday, and the need of trying 
day by day to act so as to please the Heavenly 
Father.) 

Jesus knew how hard it would be for people to do 
this alone, so while he was on earth with his disciple 
friends, he told them about a Helper who would come 
to take his place, to tell them just what todo. Best 
of all, he told them that anybody who really wanted 
this Helper might receive him, by asking the Senventy 
Father for his heip. That is why we want to learn 
about this Helper to-day. (Draw or tear from paper 
the es of an open book and write the ‘‘ Helper.’’) 

hen Jesus first-promised this helper to his*dis- 
ciples they did not understand what he meant, but 
the promise was just as sure to come true as the 
promises which God made to David—that his son 
should build a temple, (we know that Solomon did 
that); and that there should always be a king from 
his family,—and we know that Christ came to be 
that King. They could truly say ‘‘ There hath not 
failed one word of all his good promise.” 

The promise of the Helper which Jesus made to his 
disciples one night when they were in the upper room 
was this: He said “I am going away, but I will not 





‘tions about the wind. What color is it? 
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leave you alone—I will pray the Father, and he shall 
ve you another Comforter that he may abide (or 


ive) with you forever, even the t of truth.” 
(The entire text omg too long. Write on the open 
i ve drawn—‘' Comforter” and 


which you 
“ Holy Spirit "—other names for the Hi .) 

The last time that He talked with he told 
them to stay iene in Jerusalem until this Helper 
came—‘‘ to for the promise” (1:4). ‘* Then 
while He blessed them, he parted from them and was 
carried up into heaven.” 

You remember how they watched, then went back 
to a towait. They spent their time singing 
and prayivg and praising God, and they chose an- 
other man to take the place of Judas. e ought to 
know the names of the twelve apostles, because the 
Book of Acts tells what they did, after the Holy 
Spirit came to help them. 


** Of all the twelve Apostles 

Our Saviour gives the names, 

John, Philip, Andrew, Peter, 
Bartholomew and James— 

Lebbaeus, Thomas, Matthew, 
Judas Iscariot, — 

James, Simon, and when Judas fell— 
Matthias chose by lot.’’ 


After ten days there was a feast-day, called Pente- 
cost, when a at many ple were gathered in 
erusalem. (Recall our feast-day gatherings on 
hanksgiving, Christmas and New Years.) The dis- 
ciples and their friends were all together in one place. 
Each day they wondered when the promise would 
come true. ‘‘Suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty wind, and it filled the house 
where they were sitting, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak.” Perhaps some 
of them remembered that Jesus once told Nicodemus 
that the Holy Spirit came like the wind, and no one 
could tell just how. 

Very soon a crowd gathered to hear the disciples 
speak, and although these people came from many 
parts of the country, each one could understand just 
what was said, and they were astonished. They 
wondered what had happened and imagined all sorts 
of things, saying to one another, *‘ at does this 
mean?” 

Peter was always ready to answer, so he stood up 
to explain that this was the day when God was keep- 
ing his — made so long before: ‘*I will pour 
out my Spirit on all oy le,” and ** Whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” That 
was a wonderful day of Pentecost, and the whole 
Book of Acts tells what the disciples did becayse of 
the Holy Spirit, who came to be their helper. We 
need him too, so let us pray. Dear Holy Spirit: 


‘* Help me to do the things I should, 
To be to others kind and good— 
In all my work, and all my play 
To grow more loving every day.’’ 


(Ask the children to write three names for this 
Helper, to bring next Sunday.) 


Peoria, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER—“ The normal, adolescent child asks 
questions, has imagination, appreciates mys- 
tery.” 

I began the lesson quite abruptly—with rapid ques- 
ho has 
seen it? Where does itcome from? Where does it 
-? How do we know there is such a thing? The 

st answers were, ‘‘ We can’t see the wind but we 
can feel it,” and, ‘*‘ we can see what it does.” 

“Yes,” I said, ‘‘we can feel it and see what it 
does, but we can’t explain it. That was the way with 
Luke when he tried to write about the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. It was like a mighty rushing wind, he 
said. hat was the best way he could explain it. 
Then there seemed to appear tongues /##e fire. Fire 
was the best word he could use to explain the won- 
derful thing that happened.” Herel explained very 
precy | what commentators said of the symbol *‘ fire” 
(see Dr. Sanders’ second pacsuneye). Every year 
men.are finding out more and understanding better 
the wonderful things we find in Acts. I do hope 
that sometime we shall kriow enough to understand 
them all. Does any one want to ask a question be- 
fore we goon? It came, asI knew it would. I had 
answered two. The third was eager and immediate. 
**How could they speak in so many languages?” 
Co irls are studying Latin, German, French, etc.) 

said 
miracle and a mystery. I told briefly what scholars 
say on both sides, and repeated my hope that some 
dav we may know. They seemed satisfied. 

‘*It must have been a great day,” I said, ‘the 
disciples were in the upper room in Ppa we 
It was the day of Pentecost. What did you find 
about that, Elsie? (assigned last week.) As they 
prayed, there came the strange, mysterious sound, and 
the wonderful thing they saw. They were filled 


did not know how they could, that it was a ~ 
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with amazement and yet with joy: for the Comforter 
Jesus had promised should take his place had come. © 


The news s rapidly and a great multitude came 
together. t then, Elizabeth? (vs. 7 and 8). 
Yes, and just glance at the list of names of the 


nations from which they came. (vs. ase No won- 
der they looked at each other an d, ** What 
meaneth this?” After all these years we have 
asked the same question to-day, haven't we? Onl 
we know that the Spirit of God had come to be wit 
them. Some of the crowd mocked the disciples be- 
cause they seemed so ha and full of joy. What 
did they say? (v. 13) Then Peter s up and 
said that could not be true. Why? (v.15.) What 
did you find about the ‘‘third hour” Bertha? Peter 
tried to explain it all tothe great multitude. (Pic- 
ture briefly the scene.) He quoted from the prophet 
Joel. How did he know anything about Joel, Flor- 
ence? (Assigned last week.) The most important 
thing he said is in verse 21, the one I asked you all 
tolearn. Repeatit together forme. It was strange 
that Peter should be the first witness for Jesus in 
Jerusalem, wasn’t it? He had a chance to be a wit- 
ness once before. Where? What happened? Yes, 
he was a ny pond witness—a coward. But now the 
Holy Spirit come to make him brave, strong, and 
splendid. You will be ea A wacre the next few weeks 
as you see what-a wonderful witness he was. 
ere I taught the = very simply two or three 

things I personally believe about the Holy Spirit. 
(This article is to be Aow and not what.) 1 made the 
personal appeal through a story to which _ seemed 
to respond. It was of a girl whose father had been 
the main support of a small church in a very poor 
and wicked section of the city. He gave money and 
time generously, and when he died, leaving only a 
gays un-loving, fifteen-year-old daughter, they were 

lled with sorrow and fear for the future. It seemed 
as if they could not goon without him. But when 
the first of the month came, there on the plate was 
the offering in the envelope just as he had always 
left it. When cold weather came, coal and food went 
to the poor he had always helped. In a few months 
fear gave place to joy as people said to one another, 
**the spirit of her father is with her.” 

I wish our church, as it looks at you girls only fif- 
teen, some not that, might say, as it sees each one of 
you working, helping, giving: *‘we need not fear, 
the spirit of her Heavenly Father is with her. She 
is doing his work for him.” We closed with the 
prayer, ‘‘Our Heavenly Father give us thy spirit 
that we may be good witnesses for Thee.” 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


I asked the girls to remain a moment after the 
lesson. For tencents each I found some good note- 
books seven by nine inches, with covers in green and 
blue. One I prepared as a co. On the cover 
was printed, ‘‘ The Acts of the Witnesses.” A small 
rk of ‘‘ Peter and John’’( Wilde) was pasted below ; 

told them they might use any sy Hn picture. 
On first page I put title, my name, Sunday-school 
name and year. On second page title of first lesson, 
neatly printed. Then were set down the topics Time, 
Place, People, Events, and To Remember Always, 
with the needed sentence or phrase under each. 
These topic-headings are to be used for each lesson; 
and two pages are allowed foreach lesson. I told the 
= we would keep the book through the first quarter. 

‘hey might use pictures or do anything they wished 
to ‘Illustrate.’ I would look at them each month 
at our social. At the end of the quarter we would 
send them to a Sunday-school I knew about among 
the mountains in the west. I asked them to have 
the first two lessons done the next Sunday, but take 
any time during the quarter for the cover. They 
were enthusiastic. Please try it. 


Fircusurc, Mass. 
% 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HE six boys who took assignments for four weeks 
had jen the lesson over carefully. The others 
had not. It is clear that I must make weekly 

assignments, very definitely, for all of the boys. At 
almost any cost we must get more home preparation. 

How was the coming of the Holy Spirit manifested 
here? By tongues of fire, one said. Have we a rec- 
ord of any other form in which the Holy Spirit was 
manifested ? One said, Byadove. He had in mind 
Matthew 3 : 16. 

What was the effect here? They spoke in differ- 
ent languages. Who spoke? One said, The Jews 
from abroad; but we corrected that. The Galileans 

2:7), spoke the various languages; each foreign 
Sess heard them in his (the foreign) language. How 
do you explain this? It wasamiracle. But what is 
a miracle? ‘‘Something a man can’t do,” ‘* super- 
natural,” ** not human.” 

Here I asked a question which led the class into 
the discussion of miracles. I asked whether they 
had ever heard it claimed that miracles could not have 
been performed because they require the alteration 
of fixed laws. One said, ‘‘ God can change the laws 
he made.” So he can, or he can suspend law—cause 
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a law to cease to cperate. And there's something 
else to remember, Do you see that incandescent 
light? Watch (I turned it Did I break any 
natural law or alter any law? No, they said. What 
did 1 do? They found it difficult to describe my act 
till I led them up to the fact that I had interfered 
with the flow of electricity by using another law, — 
the law of resistance. So from a scientific stand- 
poet I could explain how miracles could be performed 

y One whose very word is law; and think of the 
laws that are in operation that none of us know any- 
thing about yet! Some things we do to-day wou 
have been accounted miracles in other days. Fel- 
lows, the miracles of the Bible story are not any harder 
to understand than to see how God can take a sinful 
heart, all hardened with a life of wickedness, and 
make it over new, so that the man becomes a great- 
hearted Christian, And that’s what took place on 
this day of Pentecost, and is taking place every day 
right before our eyes.. 

(I faced this miracle question squarely, because I 
—— these boys are beginning to seek proof for their 
beliefs.) 

Our * aphy specialist’’ was ready with the 
location Sautol ton giaten mentioned. Then we 
turned to Peter's sermon. Notice his skill. He 
didn’t begin with a charge against these Jews; he 
didn't antagonize them. e started in with a matter 
of common knowledge, the Old Testament Scriptures. 
He found the common — on which they could 
both stand for a while. And you may be sure those 
Jews listened while he quoted the prophecy,—for 
didn’t this refer to the day when Israel should be 
free from bondage? For a fisherman, Peter did 
pretty well as a preacher, didn’t he? But then— 
read Acts 1:8 aud Acts 2:4. It was Peter, the 
fisherman, transformed by the Holy Spirit into Peter, 
the Preacher with Power. Say, fellows, God can do 
wonders with pretty r human material, provided 
we're willing to be witnesses with power. 

It will pay you to read the rest of that chapter be- 
fore you go to bed to-night. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week's Lesson 


(To be igned by the teacher, giving one or more 
each boy, the answers to be brought into class next 

1. How was Jesus ‘‘ approved of God”? 2. What 
gon king of the Jewish nation did Peter quote? 3. 
hat effect did Peter’s sermon have on his hearers ? 





uestions to 
unday.) 


&. 37.) How many people confessed their belief in 
hrist that day? 5. What rite or ceremony was per- 
formed in connection with these converts? 6. What 
did the new disciples do in the manner of their liv- 
ing ? (vs. 44, 45.) 

PHILADELPHIA, s 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Enduement of the Disciples With the Holy Spirit 


I, Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 2 : I-13), 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


HE day of Pentecost was the birthday of the 
church. Upon it came the eagerly awaited ful- 
filment of the promise made by Jesus to his 

followers that they should receive a baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. They had been together for more than 
a week, giving themselves to prayer. 

On that day of marvelous happenings they were 
all together, probably in the chamber made sacred 
already by precious associations, when, without 
warning, the desired blessing made its appearance. 
Those who experienced it could only describe the 
event in terms of the sound of a wind and the ap- 
vearance of fire, There was no need of either sym- 

al. Neither the roar nor the flame continued to 
make a part of the evidence for the reception of the 
Spirit. But these emblems of the spiritual px 
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‘by the Spirit was some unusual er of speech. 
Each apostle seemed to be nt wer to speak 
in a language previously unknown to'him. If this is 


the real meaning of the ive; we are. forced - to 
regard it as a solitary incident subserving only the 
immediate purpose of demonstrating a unique fact. 
The  epenkdenr with a tongue” of 1 Corinthians 14 
and elsewhere was a ve ifferent matter. 

The great and vari yee g representing the 
active world of that day as well as the fruitage of 

udaism, were deeply impressed, but perplexed. 

hey were not able to interpret the experience; 
hence some of them mocked at it. History has been 
fullof such narrowness. The clearest manifestations 
of divine power are mysteries to many men. 


II. RererRENcE LITERATURE. 





Those who are interested in the practical possibilities 
of Bible class work at its best should send four cents in 
stamps to The Sunday School Times Company for an 
entirely new pamphlet on the subject, suggesting the 
methods of successful work, and giving also a brief list 
of valuable books Beostag onthe 1go9 lessons in the Acts 
and Epistles, from which any class or leader can select a 
few that would be of great benefit for collateral venting 
during the year's study. The use of this leafiet shoul 
give your class a new lease of life. 











One of the most helpful books to a student of the 
book of Acts is Stifler’s ‘* Introduction,” published by 
Revell. Bartlet’s New-Century Bible commentary 
(Frowde) is extremely ea gH likewise his ‘‘ Apos- 
tolic Age” (Scribner's). indsay’s commentary in 
‘* Handbooks for Bible Classes” is likewise fine. 


III. SuGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The vital idea of this narrative would seem to be 
the significance of the Holy Spirit in the church. 

The Great Day. Why was Pentecost selected to 
be the birthday of the church ? 

The Spirit Given, By what three indications was 
the gift of the Spirit made known? What was the 
symbolic significance of each ? 

The Effect of Possession. What did the apostles 
begin to do? How did this affect the multitudes ? 

he Vast Audience. From how many countries 
did the onlooking throng come? What was the vary- 
ing impression made upon them ? 

he Practical Difference. Did the Holy Spirit 
weer in human lives for the first time at Pentecost ? 

at was the difference, if any, between earlier ap- 
pearances and those following ? 

The Most Important Result. What was the most 
noteworthy effect of the descent of the Spirit ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WeeEx’s Lesson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to bers of the class.) 

1. What three proofs did Peter offer of the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus? 2. How did he interpret the condi- 
tion of the apostles? 3. What were the results of 
the efforts of the Twelve ? 


WasuHBurRN CoLLece, Topeka, KAnsAs. 








| Workers’ Questions Answered | 





Alternating every other week with Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School Association, who answers 
questions on the general work in the erage emrsged other specialists 
will answer queries in their classified fields of work, as follows: 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: M_s. J. Woodbridge Barnes. 

Temp Teaching : Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, Secretary of the 
International Temperance Department. ; 

The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins, Secretary of the 
International Home Department. 

Parents’ Problems: Patterson Du Bois. 








sion were singularly apt. That they were not ordi- 
nary phenomena is suggested by the wording of the 
narrative. - The appearances were not those of mere 
wind or fire, but they betokened something more. 
The sound of a wind was the appropriate symbol of 
the mysterious energy of the Spirit of God (1 Kings 
19: 11, 12; Ezek. 1: 4). In fact, ‘‘ wind” is the word 
in the Old Testament which indicates Divine energy 
in action, Tho fire was a natural symbol of the 

urifying power of the Holy Spirit (Mal. 3: 2f.; 

uke 3: 16), and the tongues clearly symbolized the 
definite purpose of witnessing to the Truth which was 
to be the function of the apostles. 

The really enduring indications of the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit were just as impressive 
as these symbols, which gave, as it were, a start for 
the faith and confidence of the apostles. These im 
dications consisted in the astounding difference 
between the heroic, determined, self-possessed, cour- 
ageous apostles, and the body of men who had been 
in hiding for weeks. For them to begin at once to 
act as leaders of their community and as teachers in 
public was nothing short of amazing. They assumed 
the responsibilities. of authorized religious leaders 
- even in .the.faees of-the rulers.of Judaism. - . 


The first ontward manifestation “ef the: possession: ' 





Q i from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





Parents’ Problems 
By Patterson Du Bois 


A recent writer, Mrs. Emma C. Hewitt, says the kinder- 
garten is a fine thing in its own place, but that ‘‘it is not a 
positive good nor an unmixed one, by any means.’’ She says 
that for the r ‘‘it cannot be surpassed’; and this for the 
reason that it brings the ‘‘poor’’ children under the influence 
of gentlewomen, who teach the children to ‘‘ play fair,"’ teach 
them the pene of truth, honesty, and all the other virtues 
—and so forth. Is this limitation of usefulness to the poor 
true of the kindergarten ?—D. 

The kindergarten is not yet perfected in all details 
of method, but its basal principles and ideals, and 
even its methods, are less chaotic, more naturally 
consistent, more consciously unified in aim and in 
process, more psychologically adjusted, than any 
other grade. The notion that poverty needs its 
teaching and wealth does not, is repugnant to any 
student of human nature. My experience is that 
mothers vary as to their motherliness and sense in 
dealing with their children quite as much in rich as 
in. poor circles.. Indeed; -when we relatively consider 


the-handicap-on the working woman and the)freedom... 


‘the rich. But every kin 
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and resources of the woman of gentle leisure, I am 
not sure but that the former, taking it on the aver- 
age, is the banner class. If the Tiateranrion isa 
fine thing for the poor, it is no less a fine thing for 
does not measure 


up to the standards of the n, and we must 


_ be careful about estimating the institution by the in- 


dividual who 


represents it. Isn’t this true of the 
church also ? , 


My little boy of five recently gave us a scare by disappear- 
ing from home. He was found down in the business part of 
the city, quite a distance from our door. He has never shown 
any to run away before. Why do you think he did 
it ?—Ph. D. 

This question was brought to me orally by an 
anxious father. My first reply was, ‘‘I cannot say; 
I do not know‘enough of the circumstances.” The 
inquirer then replied, ‘‘ Well, he has been very par- 
ticularly guarded ; I have been careful to teach him his 
name, the street he lives on, and the number of our 
house, and I have taken great pains to impress on him 
the danger of getting lost and what might happen to 
him if he got lost.” ‘* Now I think I can tell you why 
he ran away,” I replied, continuing to this effect: 
The child has had too little experience in life to ap- 
preciate such dangers or to imagine concretely such 
consequences. But he is not too young to begin to 
feel that he is an individual with lakepentont powers 
of hisown. It is claimed by some that independence 
first shows itself by opposition. Whether or not this 
rule is invariable, it is pretty certain that this father’s 
effort to safeguard his child was overdone. By sug- 
gestion, the novel experience of ‘‘going it alone” 
even to being lost, became so vividly pictorial that it 
ruled him and his excursion was fairly a psychologi- 
cal necessity. It was probably not a case of moral 
disobedience, but of irresistible impulse to master a 
situation pictured to him as beyond his mastery. 

Every child should be taught his name and resi- 
dence with more or less casual reference to possibili- 
ties of getting lost—possible to all persons—but with- 
out overstimulating the desire to prove his indepen- 
dence by mastering opposition or succumbing to the 
threat of danger. 





The following is condensed and paraphrased from 
an interesting letter which has been privately an- 
swered, as portions of it are not properly for the 
public. But there are some general points worth 
noting here. It comes from the aunt of a girl of 
nine years, whose mother died in her infancy and 
whose father is an invalid. 


The girl has attended kindergarten one year and school two 
years ; she is a year behind in grade ; has age difficulty with 
numbers ; often says the opposite of what she means; can not 
use one foot after the other in the lar way of ascending or 
descending steps; is nervous and jerky ; heart disordered ; 
wears prescription glasses ; breaks out in blotches or 
streaks ; is almost beyond control by herself or by others ; is 
getting worse ; her mother had had chorea, and when this 
child was four months old the mother developed tuberculosis, 
‘The doctor says it is probably impossible for her to learn 
arithmetic, and attributes the blotches or ‘‘streaks*’ to her 
mental condition. Some persons have suggested that the 
child be sent to an institution for feeble-minded children. 

This child of bo gg weak parentage is unde- 
veloped and backward, but not necessarily feeble- 
minded in the technical sense of thatterm. It would be 
impossible to grade her or diagnose and prognose her 
case satisfactorily without more knowledge,—well 
stated as the conditions are in the letter. he phy- 
sician quoted is evidently not a specialist in this branch 
of pathology. It is too soon to say what the child can 
or cannot do in numbers, for instance. But this 
child has no PREY Go in an ordinary school just 
now. Under special regimen she may yet stand with 
the fairly normal. She must not yet 
by competition with the normal. er number work 
must not be abstract. Feeble-minded children can 
tell how many books are on a shelf who cannot tell 
when asked, ‘‘ How many are three and two?” Such 
children may measure work by inches, but not add 
together the abstract three and four. Dr. Goddard 
would not teach a backward child ‘‘ numbers” ex- 
cept in the uses of life. This little girl’s nervous 
system is in bad case, but it is not hopeless at her 
age. She must not be overtaxed; her motor co- 
ordinations need special training. She ought to have 
specialistic medico-educational care. Seemingly far 
worse cases have been led up to fairly healthful con- 


ditions. 
a oe 


Parents will find very interesting Sunday occupation 
suggested in the book entitled *‘ Hand-work in the Sunday- 
school,” by Milton S. Littlefield. Many of the suggestions 
which it contains are easily adapted for use in the home, 
and the parents, by the use of. these methods at home, may 
render very valuable assistance to the work of the Sunday- 
school teacher. The work suggested consists of sand maps, 


stimulated 


map coloring, model and note-book making, and even paper 
tearing for very little children, There is an introduction 
by Patterson Du Bois. ~ The book is fully illustrated, and 
witl be.sent for one dollar, postpaid, by The Sunday School 
‘Times Company. : 
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HOME READING FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


A New-Year’s Resolution 
By Belle Brinckerhoff 


4 RITTLE as little end twigs from the limbs, 
Broken and scattered by winter winds’ whims, 

Barren and fruitless as dry, leafless boughs !”’ 

Some one thus pictures his past New-year’s vows. 


Listen, while glisten the prisms of ice, 
Longing heart, frost-bound by habit or vice, 
Bid all the will-choirs a hope-epoch greet ; 
Here is a vow-song no fiends can defeat : 


** Though I may go by the Path ne’er so far, 
Since for trail-missers beams Bethlehem’s star, 
I, by the power of that guidance and grace, 
Each time misstepping my way will retrace.” 
Hicuianp, N, Y. 
% 


Attic Treasures 


From ‘** Lay Sermons,’’ by Howard W. Tilton. peer. 
right, 1899, by Doubleday & McClure Co., New Yor 


‘*T believe in the resurrection of the memory as well as 
of the body.”’ 


ay ISH you a ha old year.” 
W Genebi re le Am ? Why odd? Must 
all life’s pleasures be. in anticipation and 
none in recollection? Why should memory have all 
the scowls and hope all the smiles? here are 
troubles ahead as well as behind, and why not let 
thought toss both into the attic among the forgotten 
things and gather up the pleasures of the past and 
of the future and adorn with them the living- 
room of the present? As we sit in the cosy corner, 
one window looking up the avenue of the new yest, 
the other down that of the old year, why should not 
memory push aside the drapery with as graceful, 
loving touch as does smiling hope, standing on the 
other side? Why not see the happy faces which 
come up the one avenue as listen to the merry voices 
of those going down the other? gent 

Ah, but there: are: so'many things in’the old year 
which we don’t like to-think of. Don’t think of them, 
then. As you greet the happy new year rs think 
only of the coming sunshine, although you know that 
there are coming shadows, and yet as you bid fare- 
well to, the old year you think only of its shadows, 
and forget that if there had been no sunshine there 
could have been: no shadow. ...Why picture the part- 
ing guest as a deformed old tramp and the coming 
one as a happy, innocent babe? They are both mes- 
sengers from the Father, whose love yearns to have 
us listen as joyfully to the whisperings of memory as 
to those of hope. 

The diamond brings from a past buried’ in’ deep 
darkness and under heavy burdens—a past gloomier 
and sadder than that of yours—the happiest rainbow 
tints of the sunshine, and when its. rays flash out so 
cheerily as it graces the hand of fair lady it speaks 
both the joy of past arid future, and not a shadow is 
mingled with the memory of yesterday’s whisperings 
of love and the hope of to-morrow’s chiming of bells, 
Memory and hope should meet under the mistletoe, 
and as one lovingly whispers to the other: 

‘* Wish you a happy new year,” 
the other should whisper no less lovingly, 

‘* Wish you a happy old year.” 

In this time of fads and fancies, of crazes and theo- 
ries, of inventions and discoveries, a man had rather 
be charged with being a criminal than an old fogy. 
We are as ashamed of old notions as of old clothes. 
The new year is not the only boy who speaks of his 
father as ‘‘the old man,” and we are ever eagerly 
reaching for the bell-rope to set swinging the glad 
chimes by which we ring out the old and ring in the 
new. Yet when we get away from the crowd we 
hurriedly pull off those pretty new shoes, and o 
our tired feet into the old easy ones which we woul 
be ashamed to wear into the parlor, but which are 
after all the real friends which give us ‘truest com- 
fort. 

As we turn with glad greeting to welcome the new 
we should not forget to save all that is worth saving 
from -the old, that yesterday and to-morrow may 
weave together the bright garlands for to-day. We 
need to read anew from the old philosophy which 
teaches us that *‘ old pippins are toothsomest, old wood 
burns brightest, old fase washes whitest, old sol- 
diers are surest, old lovers are truest.” 

‘* What have you got new ?” 

The shopkeeper has to show up something which 
he has just got in or he gets no buyer. The school- 
master has to teach by a new method or ‘step out of 
the desk. The preacher must present some new 
truth, even if he has to make up one, or else talk to 





deserted pews and look into an empty collection 
place. It is all right, too, There ought to be some- 
thing new every day and everywhere; but there 
ought to be also something old every day and every- 
where. Because we ring in the new we ought not to 
ring out the old. We need them both, for each 
offers joy which the other has not. It is well as you 
stand at the world’s bargain counter to sometimes 
turn from the rush, and ask, 

‘* What have you got old?” 

We can hardly wait for thé next hammock novel, 
and yet that volume of Shakespeare on the shelf be- 
fore us lies in dust almost as deep as that which 
covers his bones, but when the hammock novel is 
finished, and we find how it all came out, and that 
they were happily married at last, there is that sick- 
ish taste in the mouth which follows the emptying of 
the caramel box, and we long for a drink at the old 
bucket. You toss aside the slow old pen for the 
speedy typewriting machine, but when it comes to 
telling the old, old love you pick up the pen again, 
and tell it in the old, old way, for that is sweetest. 
Your scholarship reaches out for the revised edition 
of the Book of Books, but when the old wood has 
burned out its brightness and you sit looking into its 
ashes and wonder how your heart can ever be warm 
again, you do not open the new version, you push 
aside the handsomely bound, flexible covered vol- 
ume with all of its maps and tables and concord- 
ances, i oe down the old book which grandmother 
used to nod over, and you feel the old warmth as you 
read, ‘‘ Let not your heart be troubled.” 

Old books to read ! 

The footfall on the shadowed doorway you know 
is bringing cheer because it is the old, old footstep, and 
it brings to you the sunshine of the old, old smile 
and the music of the old, old voice of summertime. 
A new face may charm, youthful beauty may en- 
trance, but before your secret will look trustingly 
into the eyes of friendship it must feel the protecting 
pressure of the arm of the old, old love. -The new 
face may be pretty, the old face may be’ wrinkled, 
but while we give smiling greeting to both our 
thought curns from the new beauty to the old love to 
find the deeper joy. Hope may paint in brighter 
colors the new, but as memory unveils the picture on 
her easel and we see the old wood burning ‘brightly, 
and take comfort from ttifning the yellowed leaves 
of the old book, and rest the throbbing:head in the old 
lap, and see love in the old, old face, we feel that the 
new year will indeed be a happy one if it but brings 

Old wood to burn! 
Old books to read! 
Old friends to trust! 
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My Cats ° 
By Charles Mcllvaine 


BS fhe is an old proverb which says, ‘‘ Every 
man’s crow is the blackest,” which is only an- 
other way of saying that we are all very apt to 
stick to our own opinion. My cats are the prettiest, 
most playful, affectionate, knowing cats that ever do 
pretty much as they please, command everybody to 
open and shut doors for them, ang occupy every- 
body’s favorite chairs as soon as chances offer. Hav- 
ae Ser this, I will stick to it. 
heir parents, with many times great before par- 
ents, came from far-off Persia. Persian cats have 
long, fine silky hair. Handsome ruffs of it grow 
around the necks, and their tails are bushy like those 
of a fox. The Angoracat, which comes from Angora’ 
in Turkey, is very much like the Persiancat. A 
common short-haired cat, though there are many very 
fine ones, and I mean them no disrespect, look very 
ordinary alongside of these Persian aristocrats. 
They purr—Did you ever try to find out how a cat 
purrs? Place a cat on a table alongside of you, 
stroke it gently, scratch its head with one hand while 
the other rests on its chest and feels its breathing. 
If it is a good-natured cat it will begin to purr. You 
will ‘hear it, and the hand that is resting upon the cat 
will feel the regular tremble of it. You will notice 
that this purr goes on all the while, whether the cat 
is breathing in or out. You will notice, too, that the 
cat has its mouth shut and is breathing entirely 
through its nose. The cat, of its own accord, started 
its vocal cords (the apparatus that it uses when it 
mews) to vibrating (shaking). These cords lie along 
and near the sound-making parts of the cat’s throat, 
and make the purring noise. It can start and sto 
this vibrating whenever it feels like doing so. With 
it, it expresses love, comfort, happiness, content. 
The cat that purrs does not have to say one word; 
we know what it means. Purrs and snores are not 
made in the same way. 
The cat family (/e/ine is the Latin name) is the 
only one among animals known to purr. Purring is 
a special cat language. 
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As there are big and little kinds of horses, so there 
are big and little kinds of cats. Lions, tigers, jagu- 
ars, leopards, panthers, hag ne lynxes, an ers, 
are big members of the cat family. This family, un- 
der the larger name of /¢/ide, is called the feline race. 

It rng Bea ae you feel a little badly to be told that 
the cat ily in its make-up of muscles, bones, and 
everything which goes to make an animal strong, 
active, flexible, stands at the very top of all animal 
life, and very far ahead of us who have a pretty good 
opinion of ourselves, 

The foot of a cat is a wonder in structure. Take 
pussy’s paw in your hand, stroke it gently. Pleased 
with your attentions, it will spread its toes quite wide 
apart. You will feel that the bottoms of them are 
padded, so that it can walk without making any 
noise, You will not feel its claws. My cats hive 
tufts of hair standing downward between their toes 
to make their tread still softer. Take a piece of thin 
white lawn or mosquito netting, or anything you can 
see through, dangle it before your cat. It will throw 
its very sharp claws out of the sheaths of skin which 
hold them in when walking (that they may not 
catch on the grass or carpet), and will hook them 
into whatever you hold. Look 
close, through the cloth, and you 
will see how beautifully the claws 
are thrown out and downward, 
how the sheaths stretch; see how 
the claws are drawn upward and 
backward when they let go. This 
claw, which is possessed by the 
cat family only (civets have claws which are half re- 
tractile), is cal a retractile claw, because it retracts, 
or draws back. ‘The cat steals softly 
on to its prey with its padded feet, 
springs on to it, throws out and down 
its sharp claws, and holds on. We 
all know-how a cat scratches. 

It makes but little difference where 
a cat falls from or how short the fall, 
it will light on its feet. How it does 
this is too long to tell here. 

A cat's whiskers are of great use toit. In the wild 
state allcats hunt their food, and usually at night. 
To'steal upon mice, rabbits, birds, a cat has to move 

uietly. | As it moves’ head first and often in the’ 
dark. its whiskers, which when the cat pleases stick 
out farther than its body, on each side; strike grass, 
bushes, twigs, and tell the cat how to avoid shaking 
them and making noise. The muscles and nerves at 





Claw thrown out. 





Claw drawn in. 


the base of a cat's whiskers are wonderfully arranged. 
The tongue of a 


cat is covered with small, horny 
hooks, turned backward. Lick- 
ing long in one place will wear 
the skin of the hand through. A 
lion’s tongue would tear the flesh. 
These horny hooks are to use in 
tearing all the flesh clear of the 
bones. Nature allows no waste. 
When a cat is in a dim light 
the pupils of its eyes are large 
and round, so that they will 
admit all the light possible. 
When it is in the light the pupils 
are narrowed to a slit; all the 
ligHt is not needed. 
cat’s tongue greatly My cats talk cat talk to each 
magnified. other and to me. I understand 
very much that they say, and they understand very 
much that I say. Your cats are quite as accom- 
lished. Why not? If we live with French, German, 
talian people, who speak a different language from 
our English, do we not learn to understand them ? 
Do they not learn to understand us? 
Montaigne, a great French writer, more than three 
hundred years ago wrote: ‘‘ When I play with my 
cat, how do I know whether she does not make a 





Showing the hooks ona 


. pastime of me, just as I do of her?” - 


It is not wise for us to think we are the only ani- 
mals that think and reason, My cats think in the 
cat language, reason catwise in cat language, speak 
in cat language. We should not expect them to 
reason in our language, nor reason to suit our meth- 
ods. They reason to suit a cat. 

Two of my cats, Ursa and Leo, are devoted sis- 
ters. They had kittens, three each, on the same 
day. Ursa made a cradle of my waste paper basket. 
Leo chose a pretty, but old, summer hat in the ‘third 
story. Ursa gave me no peace until I brought Leo’s 
kittens to my library. Leo went out for a walk. 
Ursa was taking care of her own little ones when she 
heard Leo’s kittens cry. She ran to them, purred 
over them, took each one tenderly in her mouth, and 
carried the three to her basket. Then she curled up, 
contented, with the six babies. When Leo returned, 
Ursa plainly told her that she was taking care of 
them. Both cats were happy ; they cuddled in the 
basket together. After that Ursa and Leo took 
turns in caring for them. We call them the co-oper- 
ative mothers. 

CAMBRIDGE, Mp. 
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The World’s Greatest Commentary on the 
International Sunday School Lessons for 1909 


The thirty-fifth volume of this wonderful book is, 
if nee pa more attractive and helpful than its 
bri 


liant predecessors. 


Peloubet’s ‘Select Notes”’ taKe the best and most 


he f tin, 
nature} method o Sicier. coaael n. Once the teacher 


lesson lore which 


the vast amount of 


has familiarized himself with the treatment of the 


lesson he is master of it 
teach. 


and ready to recite or to 


e present volume should be in the hands 


f every teacher and student of the International 
Leseons. Price in cloth, $1.25 postpaid. 


For sale by all booksellers and by the publishers 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 
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Agents Wanted 


AGENTS -—$300 every month selling our wonderful 
seven-piece Kitchen Set. Send for sworn state- 
ment of $12 daily profit: OutfitFree. Thomas Manu- 
facturing Co., 316 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 








. : 7 
Financial 
S'x PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 
2,000,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 
te investors during past _12 years. Write for book- 
t. 


New York Leow! 4 Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New York. 





Pictures 


BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 
of Photographs of Holy nd Views, Utensils 
and Furnishings illustrating Oriental manners and 
customs, with occasional reproductions of famous 
paintings. og Picteres for 10 cents. These Pictures 
are back numbers of the well-known ‘‘ Sunday School 
Times Lesson Pictures.’’ ‘They have been assorted 
into packages of twenty-five each, and will be sold for 
the nominal sum of 10 cents; 12 packages (a total of 
joo pictures) for One Dollar; postage prepaid in either 
case, Send at once. ‘I'he Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 103: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate piteenes or in a pack- 
age to one address,'75 cents each, per year. 
8 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
. copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will bd cllowed 
for every ten copies paid for ina club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 








Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, ax War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly or half- | 

early subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to | 
be mailed direct from a to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper ts not sent to any subscriber beyond the | 
time paid fer, unless by special request. | 

Enough copies of any one issue of the pa to | 
enable all int teachers of a school toexamine Eerie 
be sent free, upon abpiication. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Highest Grade Only. 
Rstablished 1827. 
HASTINGS, MASS. 


Main Office and Works FOS 2.25.98,.M 485: 
OOK- 
Hastinas Co. 


Correspondence Solicited. 
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INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
No.21. H.V. Meyer, Manager, 

Gap oe sae ee Washington Street, 


May be large or small; they are sure to bo 
troublesome, A-corn Salve relieves them 





instantly, and takes them out by the roots. 
No risk from cutting, or poison. 15 ets. 
atdruggist’s or by mail. 

Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia, 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 








Most children eat too much, 
overtax the digestion, get 
thin, weak, languid, stop 
growing—that’s malnutrition 
or non-digestion of food. 


Scott’s Emulsion 


has helped countless thous- 
ands in this condition. It is 
both nourishment and 
medicine—a most powerful 
aid to digestion. 


A small dose three times a 
day will work wonders, 
but be sure to get Seott’s. 





Send this advertisement, together with name of 
paper in which it appears, your address and four 
cents to cover postage, and we will send you a 
“Complete Handy Atlas of the World” = :: 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Peart Street; New York 
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the Boy Problem 








Why Men Teachers for Boys? 


OYS who are in their teens are governed 
more by example than by precept. 
They are imitators, and their greatest 
desire is to become men. Fortunate the boy 
whose hero is an all-round Christian man, 
and thrice fortunate if that hero be his Sun- 
day-school teacher. - Many problems and 
experiences are coming into the life of this 
adolescent boy, and he is just hungry for the 
help and advice of some man in whom he 
can confide. Many fathers are either in- 
different, incapable or cowards when it comes 
to talking to their boys about the vital things 
of life. Too frequently the boys secure all 
their information upon such subjects from the 
boys of the street or school, and it is the kind 
which needs correcting. ‘* Why didn’t you 
tell me’’ is the pitiful cry of many boys after 
bitter experience. If their Sunday-school 
teacher had been a man instead of a woman, 
— the words would be, ‘* How grateful 
am to you for telling me the truth about 
myself,’’ instead of the above wail. 

Virile, sturdy, honest, genuine men, not 
faultless nor ‘‘holy’’ men, but men who 
know how to fight temptation, to conquer 
sin, to win battles through faith in Jesus 
Christ, are needed to influence and help boys. 
Where a better place to help them than in 
the Sunday-school? What better work could 
a men’s club undertake than to develop and 
maintain a normal training class for men 
teachers, having for its goal ‘* Every Sunday- 
school class of boys over twelve years of age 
taught by a man.’’ This would be much 
better than listening to able talks on ‘ Re- 
form’’ and ‘* Civic Righteousness’ at 
monthly banquets. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association 
has undertaken to meet this need of men 
teachers by the training of older boys as Bible 
class leaders. In one city in Massachusetts, 
four fellows between seventeen and nineteen 
years of age were placed in one Sunday- 
school as teachers of boys classes. Several 
hundred of these young men ‘ate’in the train, 
ing classes of the Association. No greatet 
opportunity for service confronts men to-day 
as the leadership of boy-life.—A. W. Gibson, 
State Secretary for Boys’ Work, Y.M. C. A.’s 
Sor Massachusetts and Rhode Island, Boston. 


“ 


Knights of the Holy Grail 


HIS boys’ order, founded by Dr, Perry 
Edwards Powell, November 19, 1900, 
has long since passed the experimental 

stage. It is now in thirty-seven states, the 
Philippines, Peru and Chili, South America, 
and Castles are found in all the leading de- 
nominations, It is abundantly fulfilling the 
purpose for which it was launched, in saving 
the boy, body,—mind, and soul. 

Wherever the work exists, it is found to 
solve the boy problem. The boy of fifteen 
years and over, accustomed to slip out of 
the church and Sunday-school, is found to 
be a faithful attendant at the public service 
and at the Sunday-school. 

The plan of work is so simple that pastors 
and Sunday-school workers become more 
and more enthusiastic. The fact that it has 
found free access into all the churches, and 
that its expansion is steadily increasing, 
ought to command attention and keen in- 
terest. 

But if the pastors are becoming enthusi- 
astic, what about the boy himself? He is 
simply delighted. He comes at last to know 
his pastor and his pastor to know him. The 
sympathetic touch of the pastor and Sunday- 
school superintendent with the boy has done 
a great deal, through the agency of the Holy 
Grail, to win him to himself, the church, and 
the Christ. 

The work exactly suits the boy. He is 
associated with boys of his'‘own age. The 
Pages take in the boys from ten to twelve 
years of age. The Esquires, boys from 
twelve to sixteen years of age, and the 
Knights, boys over sixteen up to about 
thirty. 

The camp feature is becoming more in 
evidence each year in various states. The 
boys and young men have the privilege of 
engaging in all kinds of athletics, ‘They 
also have regular Bible instruction, attend 
lectures and entertainments, and then return 





to their own churches enriched by their ex- 
perience, 

Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of 
the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, testifies to the ‘* workability and at- 
tractivenéss ’’ of the Holy Grail: ‘** It is 
wonderfully attractive to boys in the adoles- 
cent period, and helps the church to solve 
many a problem. Its lessons are all uplift- 
ing, and the boys are almost unconsciously 
imbibing those principles of life and conduct 
that tend to make them manly and true.” 

Frank L. Brown, Chairman of the Inter- 
mediate Department of the International 
Sunday School Association, states: ‘* We 
are learning that the secret of holding and 
winning the intermediate boy is to take ad- 
vantage of that trend of his nature which 
leads him to band with others in something 
worth doing. Among the organizations that 
appeal peculiarly to that age we are glad to 
very heartily commend to Sunday-school 
workers the ‘* Knights of the Holy Grail,’”’ 
which rallies the youth about the best ideals 
of manhood and reverence, and has ‘in it that 
mystery, form, and display which satisfies his 
hunt for the unusual. In the elasticity of 
plan it covers many other desirable . features 
which must go hand in hand with the effort 
to reach the many-sided nature of the boy.’’ 

Mr. Irvine Francis Nix, of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, a preacher and accomplished 
reader, is now giving his whole time to the 
work as national organizer. 

Bishop Joseph F. Berry, Buffalo, New 
York, always keen in his interest for the pro- 
motion of the lives of the youth and the up- 
building of character, is now National King 
Arthur of the Knights of the Holy Grail. 

A ‘request: for the free booklets on the 
Knights of the Holy Grail should be sent to 
The Holy Grail, Tipton, Indiana.— Zhe Rev. 
P. E. Powell, Tipton, Ind. 


“ 
How to Conduct a Boys’ Club 


AM in possession of'so many questions 
asking about boys’ clubs, how to organ- 
ize them, how to maintain. them, what to 

do during the week, and so on, that I am 
constrained to present here the concise and 
working outline of one boys’ club of which I 
know, and which has been a success. I 
refer to the Sigma Alpha Club of Bay City, 
Michigan, 

It is strictly a Sunday-school club, identi- 
fied with one of the churches of that city. 
It has a membership of between thirty and 
forty, and is taught by Mrs. E, B. Perry. 
The Constitution, which is submitted here- 
with, is a model of brevity and conciseness, 
It is sufficiently elaborate, Its object is well 
stated. The qualification for membership is 
set high. Altogether, the class is doing 
choice work, 

It is their custom to meet about twice a 
month during the winter months on Friday 
night. This sample program will give an 
idea of what is done. 


Current Topics for the Day 
I, Storks and the Pelican tribe : 

1. How are storks regarded in Holland, 
Denmark, and Germany ? 

2. Mention varieties. 

3. What peculiarity of the flamingo dis- 
tinguishes it from the rest of the 
tribe ? 

4. What are egrets? How do women 
thoughtlessly contribute to the suf- 
fering and extermination of these 
birds ? 

II, Whales, porpoises, and dolphins : 

1, What are the peculiarities of the 
Arctic whale ? 

2. How do they vary in size? 

3- Why do they not belong to the fish 
family ? 

III. Life of John Bunyan. 


Occasionally a debate is added. We no- 
tice among their subjects: ** Resolved, That 
health culture is superior to mind culture.’’ 
** Resolved, That football is a better game 
than baseball.”’ 

The lives of Thomas Edison, Stephen 
Decatur, Robert Bruce, Louis Rodolphe 
Agassiz, were discussed, 

Along the natural history and botanical 





line we: find also discussions on such sub- 
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jects as lizards, orchids, ducks, swans, hip- 
popotamus, deer, camel, birds, etc. 
One meeting of the year was a banquet 


tendered by the superintendent of the Sun- 


day-school. 

low is given the Constitution in full. It 
is not hard to guess that the interest is well 
maintained in this class on Sundays when 
this sort of work is going on at proper in- 
tervals during the winter and spring on week- 
days. 

CONSTITUTION 
4 of the 


SIGMA ALPHA CLUB 





Article I.—Name 
This club shall be called the Sigma Alpha 


Club. 
Article IL.—Object 


The object shall be : 

1. A working knowledge of the Bible. 

2. Development of the mind and body. 

3. Individual and united effort toward the 
highest and best form of boyhood and man- 
hood. 


Article I11.—Officers 


The officers of this club shall be : President, 
vice-president, secretary, treasurer, physical 
director, and teacher of the Bible class. 


Article IV.—Duties of Officers 


1. President—The president shall perform all 
the duties usually pertaining to that office. 

2. Vice-president~The vice-president shail 
take the place and perform the duties of the 
president in his absence. 

3. Secretary—The secretary shall keep the 
minutes of the club-meetings, and a list of the 
members, and also send out any communica- 
tions necessary. 

4. ‘Treasurer — The treasurer shall have 
charge of all the moneys of the club, and shall 
keep accurate record of all receipts and dis- 
bursements. 

5. Physical Director—The. physical director 
shall have charge of the age development 
of the members of the club ; he shall, however, 
be a professing Christian. 

6. Bible ‘Feacher—The. Bible: teacher shall 
assume charge of the class on Sundays, and 
shall in every way,possible assist and encoura 
the members in, acquiring a, knowledge of the 
Bible. She (he) shall also do everything pos- 
sible to inspire the highest and best form of 
Christian living, and shall, by means of praver 
and loving advice,-be always ready to lend a 
helping hagd. 

Article V.—Membership 
Any member of the Sunday-school class in 


good and regular standing shall be entitled to 
membership in the Sigma Alpha Club. 
Article V1.—Qualifications of Members 

1. Any one desiring membership in the club 
shall attend the Sunday-school class the first 
four Sundays after joining the class, and after 
that shall be present at least two Sundays in 
every month, or show satisfactory reason for 
non-attendance, 

2. Continued club-membership shall depend 
upon the good behavior of the members. ‘They 
shall be expected to maintain the high moral 
standing established by the club. Any viola- 
tion of the rules shall be punishable by suspen- 
sion from one meeting of the club. 

3. The age limits shall not vary. to exceed 
four years. . The rule will be: strictly observed 
from ‘the date of the drawing up of this consti- 
tution. 

Article VII,—Departments 

The various departments of the club work 
shall be as follows : ‘ 

1,. The Bible work. 

2. The literary work. 

3. The athletic work. 


Article VIII.—Membership Committee 

The duties of the membership committee 
shall be to ¢onsider names and standings of 
applicants. Three members, to be appointed 
by the club, shall form this committee. Names 
may be recommended at any regular meeting 
of the club, having been previously passed upon 
by the aforesaid committee. 


Article IX.—Elections 
1. The annual election of the officers of this 
club shall occur the first Friday after the open- 
ing of the public schools in September. 
2. It shall require a two-thirds vote to declare 
any candidate for office elected. 


Article X.--Order of Business 
. Devotional service. 
. Reading of minutes and roll-call. 
. Unfinished business. 
New business. 
. Committee reports. 
. Critic's report. 
. Literary program for the day. 
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Article XI ; 
This constitution may be amended at any 


regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of the 
members. 


—Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of 
the Internationa: Sunday School Association, 
Chicago. - 


Boys and Bible Study 


HE work of the Salt Lake City Young 
Men’s Christian Association in getting 
hold of hundreds of boys for effective 

Sunday-school work has been attracting wide 
attention. The plan is especially noteworthy 
because of the Association’s expressed pur- 
pose to turn the boys away from the Associa- 
tion into the churches, whenever this seems 
the best thing for the boys. ‘‘ This naturally 
cuts down the annual figures of the Associa- 
tion,’’ writes the general secretary, Oscar L. 
Cox, ‘* but we are not trying to build up As- 
sociations, but to build up men.”’ 

The Rev. H. J. Talbott, superintendent 
of missions in Utah for the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, tells thus in Association Boys 
how the work has been succeeding: ‘‘Some 
notable results have been secured in these 
special efforts in behalf of the boys. New 
elasses have been formed for boys in the 
Sunday-schools of some churches; teachers 
have been supplied in some schools where 
they were much needed; interest in Bible 
study has been greatly promoted; what can 
be done by sane and persistent effort in be- 
half of boys at the critical age has been 
shown ; and the Association has proved itself 
the willing and even eager helper of all 
churches in their efforts to reach and hold 
the boys at a time when they are most likely 


there is special need of such help will be seen 
when it is known that there are, in this city, 
over 3,000 boys who are.not attending any 
Sunday-school.’? 


to fall away from church influence. That |. 
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A recent leaflet issued by the Salt Lake 
City Association, tells the helpful 
of the affiliated boys’ clubs, special emphasis 
being laid on the effort to get the boys into 
the Sunday-schools of the city—and to keep 
them there, , 
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A Prayer and Work Program 


NE of the institutions of the city of 
Buffalo is the organized work for 
boys in the Delaware Avenue Baptist 

Church. The Volunteer Bible Study Class, 
organized in 1898, is doing a splendid work 


are all big boys, and the leader, W. T.. 
Damon, leads them into a healthy Christian 
life, and makes the way to such a life attrac- 
tive to his ‘* younger young men.’”’ A poster 
to hang in the boy’s room reminds him of 
his duty. Think of this program as a week’s 
work of prayer and service, year in and year 
out, for flesh and blood boys : 


Sunday A. M.—For the presence of the Holy 
Spirit with us in our class session this day ; 
wl ae faith in Christ and strength to do 

is will. 


mittee ; for help that we may so live as to 
be fit for the Master's service during this 
week, 

Monday.—For the unconverted in our class 
and wisdom as to how to lead them to 
Christ ; that many may obey Christ's com- 
mand as to baptism. 

Tuesday.— For these five committees: Hus- 
tlers, Membership, Social, Music, and Ath- 
letic ; for all special activities of the class. 

Wednesday.—For our Boys’ School in Foo- 
chow, China, our missionary in Africa, 
Kimura in Japan, and all other missionary 
work of the class. 

Thursday.—For the sick and unemployed and 
all discouraged ones—that they may yet 
.trust Christ because of his unfailing love. 

Friday.—For the teacher and the presid: nt, 
and all other officers of the class, for divine 

idance in their respective duties. 

Saturday.—For eae are: and church services; 


Sunday P. M.—For the Personal Work Com- . 


rticulars:| 


»through its sixty or more members. They | 





for the Y. M. ; for all who labor for 
the kingdom at home and abroad. j 
Class Covenant.—( Prayer and service). I will | 
pray daily for the spread of Christ's king- | 
dom among young men and God's blessing 
upon this class. I will make an earnest | 
effort each week to bring at least one | 
young man within the hearing of the gospel 





of Christ, either in this class or in the 
services of the church. ‘ 

















The right book at the right time will put new life into a teach- 


er’s or efficer’s work. 


Of course the teachers will 
want to read ‘‘The Making of a 
Teacher’’ (Brumbaugh). It:makes 
one eager to improve. $1.00. 


% 


If your scholars haven't discov- 
ered that systematic Bible study is 
interesting, try **A ‘Supplemental 
Bible Question Course,’’ by John 
B. Smith. It just asks questions 
and- questions till you know the 
whole Bible as a ‘book as you’ ve 
never known it before. 50 cents. 


4 
For the studies in the Book of 
Acts you will needa simple chart, 
like the «*Chart of Paul's Journey- 
ings’’ (Arnold), The travels. and 
stopping-places and events, all 
graphically shown. 20 cents. 


% 

If you know a teacher who 
wants to study alone, or a group 
of teachers who want to study 
together, use ‘*Training the 
Teacher,’’ by the four great Sun- 
day-school specialists, Dr. A. F. 
Schauffler, Mrs, A. A, Lamoreaux, 
Dr. M. G. Brumbaugh, Mr. Marion 
Lawrance.- Lessons on the Bible, 
the pupil, the teacher, the school. 
35 cents in paper cover ; 50 cents 
in cloth binding. 

5 4 

If you’ re pushing for a' big men’s 
Bible class you'll want Marshall 
A. Hudson's ‘‘ How’’ Book—How 
to reach, hold, teach men, and 
how it has been done. 50 cents. 


“ 


To stimulate personal work loan 
about a copy of ‘‘ Winning Men 
One by One’’ (Wood). Incident 
after incident of how men- have 
been approached and won. 50 
cents cloth ; 30 cents paper. 





Here are some of the “right’’ books. 


Did you know that many schools 
are using manual work—work to 
keep the hands busy? . They. are ; 
and ‘* Hand-work in the Sunday- 
school’’ (Littlefield) tells all abo 
it. 30 illustrations, Filled with 
concrete plans. $1.00. 


“ 

Do you want help for missionary 
work? There's ‘‘Missionary 
Methods for Sunday-school Work- 
ers,"’ by George H. Trull. It's 
the book, when you're looking for 
missionary plans. so cents. Then 
there are five ‘* Missionary Stud- 
ies’’ for supplemental missionary 
instruction. 20 cents each. Get 
the ‘‘ First Series’’ to start with. 


If you want just a small «* Hand- 
book’’ on a subject, get any one 
of the following : ‘‘ The City Sun- 
day-school,'’ by Frank L. Brown. 
Many plans that have worked. 
25 cents.—‘“‘The Sunday- 
school and the Pastor,’’ by Jolin 
T. ‘Faris. A pastor's discoveries 
of how he and the school could 
help ‘each other. 25 cents,— 
‘*The Sunday-school and the 
Home,” by Frank-L. Brown. How 
the school and the home can work 
together. 25 cents.—‘'The Pri- 
mary Department,’’ by Ethel J. 
Archibald. Tested primary plans; 
illustrated. 50 cents.—‘: The 
Home Department of To-day,’’ by 
Flora V. Stebbins. All sides of 
the Home Department work. 25 
cents. —‘‘Sunday-school Records, 
Reports and Recognitions,’ by E. 
A. Fox. The whole attendance 
problem. 50 cents. ‘‘The Be- 
ginners’ Department,’’ by An- 
gelina W. Wray. Simple, work- 
able ideas. Some songs with mu- 
sic. 50 cents. 

All these books are full of 
‘«meat.’’ 


Start with a small workers’ library and let it grow slowly. 
Send 10 cents for a 32-page booklet, «Success by the Vol- 


ume.”’ 


1031 WALNUT 


STREET, 


It tells the « why and how ”’ of the workers’ library, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


TIMES COMPANY 
PHILADELPHJA, Pa. 
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